


‘e 


ota ie i ee ed i 


wel Uh! 


S- Fa ee —6hCUSSD 


EE 


tract, or Offered to do so. 











“gler Coneress, Ist Session. 





He was sorry to hear the objection inter- | 
sed, and the argument used in favor 6f the ref- | 
erence, that a Mr. Billings had been wronged by | 
the refusal of the Navy Department to give him | 
contract for the supply of this hemp.. He did 
pot see how the subjects connected themselves; | 
hut he felt certain that whenever it was under- +| 
good, there could be no difficulty about it. He |, 
understood that Mr. Billings had heretofore en- 
tered into a contract with the Navy Department, 
for the delivery of three hundred and thirty tons 
of American water-rotted hemp, not one pound of 
which had he yet delivered. 

Mr. WHITE (Mr. M. yielding the floor for 
that purpose) begged to state that he had under- 
siood that the contract was entered into in the 
month of October, and that he had fifty tons ready 
to deliver, which would not be received. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he understood this | 
matter, as far he could learn it from official | 
sources, that the contract was not entered into in | 
the month of October, but that it bore date on the 
goth of August; and he’ repeated that he had 
never complied in any particular with that con- 








Mr. STRONG said he desired to say that he 
had no personal knowledge on this subject. His | 
argument was founded on the information before 
him, respecting the authenticity of which he could 
not give an opinion. I{t had been stated that Bil- 
lings had contracted with the Department for the 
delivery of three hundred and thirty tons of hemp, | 
and that he could not obtain the article to fulfill his 
contract. It was a fact that Billings had offered | 
for acontract to supply six hundred and sixty 
tons of hemp, for the use of the Navy Depart- 
ment. But the contract was not given to him. 
The quantity of three hundred and thirty tons 
was awarded to an individual who acted as agent 
for Mr. Billings, and this agent accepted the con- 
tract without the authority of Mr. Billings. Sub- 
sequently Mr. Billings refused to ratify this con- 
tract with his agent, and declined to furnish the 
hemp, and this refusal he grounded on the fact, 
that the offer was not the one which he had made, 
and that the agent had no authority to make it. 
He had been informed that these were the facts of || 
the case. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, explained that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had had nothing be- | 
fore them in reference to any former contracts, but 
merely the facts in relation to that case on which 
they had report-d. It was only the recent bid- 
dings to which the attention of the committee 
had been directed. As to the opinion given by 
the Attorney General, it was the unanimous 
opinion of the committee that it could not be sus- 
tained. And he would say that he thought the 
unanimous decision of the Naval Committee, was 
atleast worthy to stand, side by side, with the 
opinion of the Attorney General. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, begged his col- 
league to permit him to ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee a question. He wished to know, if 
when the Committee of Naval Affairs had under 
consideration the petition of Mr. Billings, they 
did not have before them the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy,-in which he refers to the con- 
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| West knew nothing of them—no inducements 





tract made with Mr. Billings, and shows that the 
contract was made on the 29th August, 1846, to 
continue for the term of three years, and that 
neither year did Mr Billings furnish a singie 
pound. By reference to that report, the gentleman 
from Tennessee will perceive, that the contract 
was regarded in full force and validity. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, that he would not un- 
dertake to reconcile the explanations given by the 
two gentlemen—one from New York and the other 
from Pennsylvania. The one admitted the con- 
tract, and a that it was made in October, and 
that Mr. Billinge had so far recognized it as to 
offer to deliver 50 tons under its and the other ex- 
tenuated his conduct by his disavowal of the entire 
=. a (said Mr. sD the contract was made 
—Wwas a valid contract, in his judgment; and it w 
Violated. During the patted of lis existeube the 
Government had to go into open market and pur- 
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ton. This was not the only instance of the viola- | 
tion of hempcontracts. The American hemp com- | 
pany failed in its contract to the extent of 429 ton’, 
which it had contracted to deliver. Mr. Cox failed 
to the extent of 250 tons; and General Pillow to 
the extent of 90 tons. It is due to the latter gen- 
tleman, however, to state that he was released in 
consequence of being sent to Mexico. , 
From this it will appear that, under the contract | 
system, 1,099 tons of American water-rotted hemp 
contracted to be delivered to the Navy Depart- | 
ment, never was delivered. This amount the 
western country had a right to expect that it would 
furnish. The contracts were made with gentle- 
men from New York chiefly. The people of the 


were held out to them to prepare the article for 
market, and in that state of the case the contractors 
would apply to the Department to be relieved on 
the ground that American hemp could not be pro- 
cured. It could be readily perceived how very 
injurtous this was to the great interest he (Mr. M.) 
was endeavoring, to some extent, to protect. But 
it was said the Naval Committee had examined 
the opinion of the Attorney General deciding 


against the bid of Mr. Billings, and that the com- | 


mittee disagreed with him. He asked if Congress 
should in this mode undertakg to investigate the 
correctness of the opinion of the first law-officer 
of the Government, look at all the points involved 


and the authorities bearing upon them, and over- || 
rule a decision which they might believe to be er- | 


roneous? He protested against going into matters 
of this kind. It was wisely and properly left 


the department having control of those matters. | 


The whole time of Congress would be taken up 


with the investigations of the claims of those bid- | 


ding for contracts, if we undertake to exercise a 
supervisory control over them. 

He had not examined the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General, deeming it unimportant to do so; but 
from his justly deserved reputation as an eminent 
jurist, he bel:eved that his opinion on strict exam- 
ination would be found correct. But he did not 
place the matter alone on this ground. Mr. Bil- 
lings, if he was correctly informed, was a defaulter 
on an existing contract—and, besides that, the Sec- 


| retary of the Navy had expressly reserved the 
power to refuse even the lowest bid, in order to | 


prevent monopoly. 

iMr. WHITE, in explanation, (Mr. M. yielding 
the floor,) was understood to say, that the case re- 
ferred to was under the cognizance of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. He had never affirmed 
nor denied the facts which the gentleman from 


| Kentucky had stated. 


Mr. MOREHEAD resumed. He was sure that 
there was no disposition on the part of the gentle- 
men of the Naval Committee to do injustice to the 


| West, and he believed that when all the facts about 


this matter were thoroughly investigated and un- 
derstood, there would be but little difference of 
opinien about it. Finally, he observed that if the 
House intended to do anything in this matter, the 
resolution ought not to be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to be buried in a mass of busi- 
ness until the close of the session. He hoped 
that a single individual would not be allowed to 
step between the Government and the interests of 
a great section of the country. Let us do what is 
right, both with reference to the hemp-growing re- 
gion and then to Mr. Billings, whenever his case 
shall come up. 


| Mr.GERRY said he desired to offer some obser- 
| vations in explanation of the subject-matter now 


before the House, and give a few of the reasons 
why he thought the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House ought to prevail. In 
the first place, (continued Mr. G.,) I will remark 
that the action of the majority of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, according to my understanding, 
was the result of the impression that their action 
would be a compromise of the questions in con- 

troversy satisfactory to all parties, and | am sur- 
| ised at the course taken by the gentleman from 

entucky, (Mr. Moneurap.) 


chase foreign hemp as high as $315 or $320 per | The committee were unanimous in the opinion, 
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so far as | understand, that the contract which has 
been withhéld from Mr. Billings by the Secretary 
of the Navy should of right have been awarded to 
him upon law and in justice. They were of the 
opinion that the reasous given for withholding the 
contract were insufficient. Buta majority of the 
committee, anticipating opposition to instructing 
the Secretary to fulfill his contract with* Mr. Bil- 
lings in good faith, and to quietly dispose of the 
whole matter, concluded to divide the contract, 
and give one half of it to Mr. Billings and leave 
the Secretary to make purchases for the other half 
as proposed by the resolutions now before thé 
House. But a minority of the commitee would 
not give their consent to this division of the con- 
tract. They regarded the contract as belonging to 
Mr. Billings as a matter of right, and would not 
consent to waive his right although a groundless 
Opposition might be urged against it. And in 
pursuance of this opinion they have laid upon 
your table a minority report. But it appears that 
the report of the majority of the committee is un- 
satisfactory to the gentleman from Kentucky. If 
otherwise, why this opposition to allow these 
resolutions to go to the Committee of the Whole 
House? The report and resolutions now before 
the House, and the reports and resolutions on the 
memorial of Mr. Billings, should all be considered 
together. In my judgment, the reports and reso- 
lutions on the memorial of Mr. Billings, if either 
are entitled to a preference, should receive the 
earliest action of this body. Pass these r@olu- 
tions, and we shall soon be told that there is no 
necessity or propriety in passing or considering 
either of the other two sets of resolutions; for the 
Secretary of the Navy will have supplied the De- 
| partment with all the hemp required before we 
| shall reach those resolutions already referred to 
j 





the Committee of the Whole. Now, sir, | wish 
to call the attention of the House to the resolution 
of Congress passed in 1848, and in pursuance of 
| which the Secretary advertised for proposals. 
| The resolution is in these words: 


| 

| a That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby 
authorized, if in his opinion it will be advantagevus to the 
|| public interest, to make contracts for any term vot exceed- 
|| ing five years for the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the United States Navy: Provided, The 
same can be had of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, 
and at a price not excveding the average price for such hemp 
| for the last five years; the inspection and delivery to be at 
the place of purchase.” 


} 


Now, sir, the Secretary, by virtue of the 
authority granted him in this resolution, adver- 
tised for proposals, and every man in the countr 
had an opportunity to throw in his bid—Mr. Bil- 
lings, among others, did so. His bid, in my judg- 
| ment, entitled him to the contract. He was the 
| lowest bidder, and he conformed in every respect 
| to the law and the conditions of the advertisement 
of the Secretary. Nothing but bad faith on the 
part of the Government can withhold the contract 
from him; and I submit to gentlemen of this 
House whether they are prepared to say that con- 
tracts made between the Government and its citi- 
zens may be executed and kept, or not, at the 
|| pleasure of any officer of this Government—while 
it holds the citizen bound rigidly to fulfill all con- 
tracts on his fart. But the gentleman from Ken-* 
tacky says the Government hiad had a previous 
cootract with Mr. Billings, and that he failed to 
fulfill it. Now (said Mr. G.) that matter has been 
ae by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 








r.Srronc.] But if such a contract had ex- 
isted as the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr, 
Moreneapv] supposes, and Mr. Billings has 
failed to fulfill it on his part, the Government has 
its remedy against both Billings and his guar- 
antors. But not so with Mr. Billings. He has 
no remedy against the Government, except Con- 
ress comes to his relief. But, sir, { hold it is too 
fate for the Secretary, or his friends, to object to 
giving the contract to Mr. Billings on the ground 
that he had failed to fulfill a prior contract. No 
exceptions are made in the resolution of Congress 
or the advertisement. All! were invited to bid who 
would furnish the proper guarantors. Mr. Billings 
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eral was produced, pronouncing the bids illegal 
chiefly because the prices for the five cuaneiene 
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When they brought their ten, or twenty, or of 
fifty bales, they were told that there wane au- 
thority to purchase—that Mr. B. had the contract 


OBE. 





. . 





Feb. 28, 


. 
— 


emp until Mr. Billings’s pretensions were settled, 
would he not buy foreign Sep? Was everything 


to stop until this House could force the Secretary 
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cae tosew. as th deta : -—: - = 1 te bene anne — committee did not |! for furnishing all that was ween they mas aati 

shed (0 him, | rns eo ne of this nigh officer; and I make their sales through hi That they oe ters 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said, if the peo- | eve a , he 7a is scarcely a || compelled to purchase only from A, and could ~ 
ple of paprge yd eer nee oo and Mis- | Further, Mr. Speaker, the committee were sat- | ceigunlng abe” eats koainn — Ke., thereby om 
souri are to derive any advantage from this reso- | jsfied, not only that Mr. Billings was able z4 t Sey 80 far ag gain 
prt eS omperanen, i should be | ply with his cadianad sania, but oom joni ie alee wrilhot the aan eT rned, to went 

eae aw ' tely. 1€ reasons | had presented undoubted security. Believing he || sell to the G : ‘ ney Must unde 

which make it important that it should not be re- | was the lowest bidder, and his bid a legal one, the’| : overnment contractor; ahd as he was nies 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole, ¢ i : a OO. a. age one, Tr) the chief market, his. will regulated rices, ; 
lack widen thi ida oo banloiad i oe | cen ae not see why the contract was not || dictum fixed the market, whilst he Sanaiedd _ rs 
the latter part of the present session, are these: It For myself, Mr. Speaker, I h littl highest prices. given She the article, whet 
. ie the ove the people inferested in | cern in as matter, susie to Sean He oauhiia iearee ni teed ne . oe must 
the advantages to be derived from the resolution | o ste i ; | cn as Introduced, and ow 
ws abn 18 make ar jenaaton reat | m Roonera ey Tones kon Tes set's | Sovemenofogestomay tones I 2 
ture of tbe article. the resolution sh: % ve nese ie ; ; gene y in the hem 
passed they will water-rot their hemp, ears alba bge ee of Sir Utieia end he ee | Seceeeery. of the Se rag se to compel the Free 
they will pursue thé usual course of dew-rotting | man from Kentuck The Committ N ‘ “Enea night 
it. They had an assurance from the Government || Affairs has cieumanel its er ee on Naval || from the farmer, no matter how small a quantity meal 
that the hemp prepared by water-rotting for the || referred to them and it ie for the ook ‘a waka al ger malta gs ge ayo eeane give left f 
use of the navy will be purchased if of suitable || it will. I Jiaien at all events that i ao him the advantage of the higher price, given by unqu 
quality, before they will incur the expense of pre- | Bebe si. oe ’ e joint reso- || the Government for the best article. They wanted , 
ox ge ger ou. This eae “a ae | eee Shen eetene ee senenee may be the no intermediate pet between the farmer and the ar 
Sik tiekscs os Wied uaa { wera it WD. not be | os meat ine ces. oh a ; gia oe market, who reaped as ‘much benefit be ni 
sent to the Cotamittee of the Whole, but immedi- || door A Peete ate, eect ae taken the || for a breath, a word, as the farmer did for a year viel 
ately disposed of. | rreyghe Co na aged ee gage gag to | of toil, and that too at the producer’s expense, ore} 

But (said Mr. S.) what stands in the way | we eee uM ae t : ouse— || Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, bein 

f of hi bestens of tha taitiaen? "Wi wee to lk : 8, | er Mr. Billings had a legal || Srrone}] now understand what is wanted on be- i 
t s claim to an exclusive monopoly of the hemp mar- || half of the | yers for 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania[Mr.Srnrone] | ket for the navy, but whett he S i, eee the hemp growers of the West? They did t 
hit’ tone Chaceee W.. Billige Jo entitled tb a'll have aethors > - pin eee e€ ecretary shall || wanted no advantage—all they wanted was the diret 
contract to supply the whole amount of hemp | wa Pesca zs oF ae , _ yor and || open market—or in other words, that their rights oper 
the navy may need for a series of five years. ‘The | es Pps a ae 2 ‘h y of the farmer who |) and interests should not be transferred to monopo- neet 
chairman of the Naval Committee (Mr. Stanton, || furnish This a a ae er nea can || lists. What interest have they in the introduction B 
of Tennessee,] informs the House that the com- question, for the Sukome aealde Mr Billines’s a cee ae a ee ae * ‘ele ye 
mittee have reported a bill, or resolution, directing | ae 0% } a vas presen an he Gomestic article, as side 
the Secretary is contract with him for dirhishine face Mwith which tt Led eating er .Z ry = rte ee = - ee ane — 
three hundred tons only each year, for the period OF | it a eee a! ae no ing at all to do. |} tion? It would add nothing to the price in their had 
+e years. Now, I understand that at least seven | whol Oo aden Sida hasether deiha toute ee. aan me pet a ett —w eo pi 
undred tons are required each year for naval pur- || ¢ ivi Ae. Billi as ss rie uiture.of the articie. wre 
pose, and you refues to see this sone el fer ect iar dn ueee a serene ot te eS ae a ee hi 
which would give the farmers of Kentucky the iatereat of the farmer rat 1 of the - Suan ll of atone keke een wine : 
alouabus of cupblving Gone humlred tone of thie || Sinias, This denen ee vere of t e western of the Navy should try the experiment, it might pos 
senbiaih Conchita Ce daeinaes Of telal to Gitines | a " — aoeenne , ona 1e ne was || afford an argument against giving an individual a and 
cannot be passed with it, that having gone to o. Gecwwe a. n om m manaslenins [Mr. || five years’ monopoly of the whole market. And cou 
Committee of the Whole. While | am decidedly ss ditkeult a. Sper se or: or what intent it || this isa reason introduced to intelligent statesmen, mor 
in favor of keeping the faith wf this Government | a ea ~ — 0 perceive, as this was a || to induce them to put the hand of pressure upon \ 
ele af ceradns Who Sinks dialings with t,t de. || hy roomuon ee) be arin the agricultural interest of half the States of the wet 
mand that justice shall be done to the people of || door coe oni his posed, (] * a yielding the |} West! Away with such reasons to him—he had of | 
the West. They have already suffered too much | ee Ae - ee “_ ' ris: If this resolu- |} no patience with them. i 
from the action of this Government in regard to |} to eee = ear * ub panera of the Navy ‘Mr. B. again expressed his regret that Mr. 1 
this very matier of supplying the navy wich toe to 5 - oP ae oa an pee the hemp |} Billings and his private interest had been dragged h 
and | would protect them from the monopolists of | seed atic os ane oe mary: ee euerts into this case. It had nothing to do with it. If t e 
the’ Noth, ciid“proted them now and aadiiesY a gives oes ecre ered ey would then be || this resolution should pass, the present demands th 
delay. The two measures, the resolution reported || siderati : that — ution came up for con- of the Navy would be supplied in an open market, ae 
by .. committee instructing the Secretary to pur- ae eee " eee was arom and thatthe || until Mr. Billings’s pretensions to supply the “ 
chase American hemp, and the one directing him || Mr. B Treesutea’ taliel ine had intend eae Oe ee ee cae the 
to contract with Mr. Billings, do not necessarily ed 46 come 10 han aad t * : her intend- |} an intricate matter, to be examined and decided } 
conflict. Let the resolution now before us be || his remarks; but, as tl co tl sinha parte Y Paced pe wg ic yap benef aati 
passed, and passed now, and when the one in | his attention to it, h oo id n moan hed bavies, | pet een te 3° Oe eee een ae n\ 
favor of Mr. Billings comes up, if I find, upon an || pro position then a that Mr Bill gly Me fe ghee Vea aya og "1 
investigation of the facts, that he is entitled to his | : aie to a monopols of “I the aed claimed || off to accompany his claim to a five years’ monop- wil 
contract, justly and rightfully, he shall have it if || nished for the ate fi tg sais Pea ted go hec nl ana Seaton cpg 
my vote will give it to him, . Fale nokta iedes- tt anaretibne aniet A r yee to come—all |} act until the other question was finally settled. all 
tice to'aty. tap. But do not refuse tn pase this | — i . oon = e reo s was satisfied, or Then, if this House, in their wisdom and patri- é 

esolution, and deprive my constituents and others | decided whether th ion f ON OO | CN Oe ee en eee caes and ihe im 
interested in the West, of the privilege of supply- || in their great ata ree in ea western farmers, should belong for five years to one man, and that a 
ing that portion of hemp needed for the navy || speculative a : Hon th ee ableatty peg |B dh iggy sy otto te rg a monn m 
which may not be embraced in the contract of Mr. | I See ae y- Now, the gentleman did not || from it, the Secretary had but one course to pur- ny 
Billings. "i * || understan the proposition, or he did not want to |} sue, and stop purchasers in open market under 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said it was true | eae ot aomne proposed in this reso- || this resolution. This was all—and he could not me 
that in this document the Secretary of the Navy, | meetend > 8 ig test agree re with Mr. || comprehend why certain gentlemen were 80 a 
in giving a history of the proceedings of the 4 | ae rhe —— s oe the House finally || tenacious about this resolution. It could at best Bu 
partment as to i purchase-of American hemp paawres poy liges aren t . west held their || only act until this House, if such should be their th 
seated the fact thet Me. Billines forniehed no ee . k : is sovereign = and pleasure. That panes should bind the Secretary of the Navy, ba 

. elds hla comract of 1846. But teontinuad Me aan ae aeemen and he utterly repudiated 2 an iron rule, to deliver up the farmers of the 
- S,) the particulars of this transaction were not be- | fe ta va te this debate, tp. foremll that eat to monopolists in the hemp market. When q 
fore the committee, and were not, therefore, the | aia oe ioe which was seqeiel: seep shie |i thay suede tein, seine detente SS pane | 
ere of its consideration. I certainly did not | the asec fi ay woth he -nald, srabyavor: Ee gt || Sutignsieoamttant GaN. seeeietar ts oe itt 
understand that the Secretary of the Navy had || 5 tenia '(M Sn mea gratiomen: foams Doan. |} Navy. soma, Sinb. Sennen aeaweeuats forems Oe . 
placed his refusal to contract with Mr. Billings on | m! x an E his That ~- wi some, | Ht || hese: See Beanery pereness no 908 mi 
this ground; though such may possibly be the | a ae ak at, since hemp ‘had become || from the farmer who raises the article, but must : 
fact. The circumstanée was adverted to, but it | bess ae a cebede the Carmers of the weet, there | pupeleeee trees. tee, Satemiets. ee ee ants me th 
was said that Mr. Billings had a complete legal jus- '| the oat tae hae cone on Secradane 8 Sate { Seeenen Seem ee aoe tio 
tification for not fulfilling the contract of 1846. I | Ml a ediveie avy—where it proved || sanaed Gunmpeste:Che tnena the intermediate the 
know- nothing of the merits of the matter. twill | ome y goo _ the foreign article—and thus to || time, before this House determined to render hem j 
not deny that such a failure, under certain circum- | i the en aay os that consumption | Weald So |) @.aaarines te. HHNeDROUN At PUSAN unreasonable " 
stances, might authorize the Secretary to refuse a | cies had Mock debcleaolond 2 oe ae | i iti i M 
contract to the lowest bidder. a es a ot at Louisville and St. r. B. was astonished at opposition. Did gen- 

The committee were called upon to determine || si “ply c est and purchase; yet, by the interpo- || tlemen propose that no hemp should be bought for Ps 
whether, under the late advertisement from the | sition of monopolizing contractors, these agencies |} the navy, until they had a chance of bringing the . 
Navy Department, Mr. Billings was entitled to | as 7 se! oor halge di poreneaa no hemp || western farmers under the dominion of one man? P | 
the contract. The opinion of the Attorney Gen- | r produced it by his labor. || If the Secretary was not allowed to buy western a 
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togive Mr. = a monopoly of the market? If 
this was the plan let it be openly avowed. 
Mr. B. here avowed himself to be the uncom- | 
»mising foe to monopoly of every king. He was | 
ainst it in every form» He never would con- | 
' 





| 


i 
i 
| 


a to put the agricultural interests of this country 
under the control of ate scheme of monopolists, 
ynless forced by a high legal obligation. “They 
wt up that Mr. Billings has a legal right to this | 
monopoly of the hemp market, and if he has, 
when the time comes for settling it, the country 
must submit, however ruinous the consequences, | 
to western farmers. He would not himself, will- 
ingly, vote against a legal right, though it should | 
ess hard upon his people. But he would frank- 
jy tell gentlemen that when they set up a legal | 
right to despoil his constituents of their hard earned 
means, it must be so clear that there is no room | 
left for doubt, or he should denounce itin the most 
unqualified terms, and resist it at every step. [fa 
legal right were set up to plunder his constituents, 
it should be clear and unequivocal. There must | 
be no escape from its obligations. Then he would || 
yield to it, and only then. He did not wish to 
prejudge Mr. B.’s case, and hence his regret at its 
being thrust into this debate. He «might even vote 
for it under the pressure of legal obligation. He | 
did not want to argue & now on a proposition to | 
direct the Secretary of the Navy to purchase, in) 


open market, such American hemp as he might | 
need, until otherwise commanded by the House. 

But, sir, to come back to the question of the | 
committal of this resolution, or its immediate con- | 
sideration, which its friends ardently desire. To 
commit it, is totally to destroy it. The House 
had much better vote it down, and not hold out 
any illusory hope of a market to the people now 
preparing their hemp, which will never come if 
this resolution is committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, here inter- | 
posed, stating that the morning hour had expired, 
and, with permission of the gentleman, (who | 
could finish his remarks to-morrow,) he would 
move to take up the regular order of business. 

Mr. B. yielding for that purpose, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


~~ 


CALIFORNIA. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of || 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp | 
in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of | 
the President’s message communicating the con- } 
stitution of California. 

Mr. CONRAD addressed the committee upon | 
the slavery question. 

Mr. PARKER followed upon the samé subject. | 

[The remarks of both gentlemen will be found |! 
in the Appendix.] ‘ 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Parker 
way for purposes of explanation to 

Mr. BISSELL, who said: I expressly disaffirm | 
all intention, in the remarks I submitted to this | 
committee on a former occasion, of casting any || 
imputation on the Mississippi regiment. I could | 
not have been so unjust to that regiment, or to | 
myself. My object solely was to remove an erro- || 
neous impression which had been created, as [ || 
thought, unintentionally, of course, by the remarks |, 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Seppon,] | 
in reference to certain incidents of the battle of | 
Buena Vista. I take pleasure in saying now, as | 
Ihave always-said, that the Mississippi regiment | 
bore itself as gallantly on that field as any other 
regiment there. 

Mr. Parker having concluded— 

_ Mr. SACKETT obtained the floor, but yielded 


it to 


Mr. McDONALD, who moved that the com- || 
| 


gave | 


mittee rise. 
Mr. CLEVELAND said it was apparent that 
there would be no legislation until this slave ques- | 
tion was disposed of. He therefore hoped that | 
the committee would sit until four o’clock to hear | 


7 
e question was then puton the motion of | 
Mr. McDonatp, and carried in the affirmative— | 
ayes 77, noes not counted. | 

The committee accordingly rose and reported | 
progress. Then, - 


On motion, the House adjourned till to-morrow, 
at twelve o’clock. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
petitions, memorials, &., were 
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presented under the rule and appropriately re- 
ferred: 
By Mr. COBB, of Georgia : The proceedings of a meeting 


| of citizens of Indima, convened at Indianapolis on the 9th 


of February, 1859, in favor of a grant of public lands to the 
surviving officers and soldiers who served in the Indian 
wars and in the last war with England. 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of Franklin Somerville and 


| others, for a post route from Glenville county, Virginia, to | 


Harrisonville, in the county of Ritchie, Virginia. 

Also, the petition of Philip Cox and others, for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Gilmor court-house to Ritchie 
court-house, all in the State of Virginia. . 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Eli Hammond and 
others, electors of the town of Somers, Connecticut, for a 
uniform rate of postage, and the abolition of the frankiag 
privilege. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Henry K. Keith and 
42 other citizens of Kingston, Massachusetts, praying Con- 
gress to reduce postage on papers to one cent, and on pre- 
paid letters to two cents 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Joel Jones, William 
D. Kelley, and 236 others, citizens and seamen of Philadel- 
phia, praying that Congress should extend to the seamen 
engiged in the war with Mexico the same bounties which 


| have been granted to the soldiers and marines. 


By Mr. WOOD: A petition signed by Cyrus T. Smead 
and 35 other citizens of Ottawa county, Ohio, nd also 18 
ladies of the sime place, praying Congress to abolish slavery 


| where it has the constituiional power to dose. 


Also, the petition of E. Huntington and 300 other citizens 


priation for the improvement of the Maumee river. 


By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of N. T. Williams, | 


eashier of Tompkins County Bank, C. L. Grant, agent of the 


|| Ithaca Falls Woolen Manutacturing Company, and 80 others, 
citizens of Ithaca, ‘Tompkins county, New York, on the | 


subject of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of Rev. P. H. Fowler, pastor, and Sol- 
omon L. Gillett, Simon Benjamin, Hiram Pouer, Orrin Rob- 
inson and Lerster Smith, elders of the first Presbyterian 





; 


|) pers ef One cent, and two cents on 
| an ounce forall distances. 
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Also, the petition of Governor Nelson Dewey, Judge Hub- 
bell, and 262 others, citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Madison w Mosses*s 








; Mill, on the Lemanwine river, in Sauk county, via Lodi, 


&e. 
+ 
Also, a memorial from the Legislature of the State of 
Wisconsin, asking for the establishment of the same route, 
By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of William Bates and 


| 135 others, of the town of Attica, New York, praying 


Congress to establish a uniform rate of postage on newspa- 
prepaid letiers of half 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvunspay, February 28, 1850. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Interior, in answer to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 19th, calling for information in relation to 
the operations of the Commission appointed to 
run and mark the boundary between the United 
States and Mexico; which was referred to the 


|| Committee on Finance. 


| ef the Maumee valley, praying Congress to make an appro- | 


church and congregation, Elmira, Chemung county, New | 


York, on the same subject. 


Also, the pétition of R. S. Ha'sey, N. Crittenden, and 40 
others, members of Ithaca Lodge, No. 71, of “I. O. of O. 


F.,°? Tompkins county, New York, on the same subject. 


Also, the petition of W. H. Oryley, John Crichmon, and | 
40 others, citizens of Havana, Chemung county, New York, | 


on the same subject. 


Also, the petition of E. S. Huntly, E. Jones, and 37 others, | 


| citizens of Elmira, Chemung county, New York, on the 


same subject. 
Also, the petition of Martin Holmes, A. N. Harpending, 
and 43 others, citizens of Penn Yan, Yates county, New 


| York, on the same subjeet. 


By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of Daniel Palmer, 
for an increase of pen-ion. 


Also, two petitions of business men, of Potsdam, New | 


York, asking for cheap postage. 

Also, a resoluton of a town meeting of Martinsburg, 
Lewis county, New York, in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 26 men and 26 women, of Cazenovia, 
New York, asking the attention of Congress to the atrocious 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the petition of 
Michael! R. Boos for a pension, on account of ser- 
vices in the United States army during the last 
war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 


Charles Findlay, in behalf of the chiefs, headmen, 


and counsellors of the Delaware tribe of Indians, 
asking the balance of pay due for services in the 
Seminole war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of 
Edward Storer, a purser in the navy, asking the 
allowance of certain items in his accounts rejected 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
citizens of Lewis county, Kentucky, askin#a re- 
duction of postage; which was referred to the 


| 7 
|, Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of mer- 
chants of Providence, Rhode Island, asking a re- 
duction of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roada, 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of citizens 
of Ann Arbor, in the State of Michigan, agkinga 


| reluction of the rates of postage; which was re- 


wrongs and stupendous frauds done in the District of Co- | 


lumbia. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Livingston county, New 


York, asking for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade | 
in the District of Columbia, and of the slave trade on the | 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and for a law to prohibit -Javery in 


the Territories. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of 8. G. McKee 
and 25 others, citizens of Carrollton, for a mail route from 
Carreliton to Salem, Ohio. 

Also, the petition of Levi Boulton and 50 others, citizens 
of East Fairfield, Ohio, for a mail route from Canton, Onio, 
to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CARTER: The petition of Charles Hay, Elihu 


Stanley, and 8&5 others, citizens of East Fairfield, fora mail | 


route from Canton, Ohio, to Darlington, Pennsylvania. 


By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Green-_ 


ville, Connecticut, for cheap postage. 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of John Williams, J. E. | 
Butler, and 130 others, citizens of Jamaica, Vermont, for 


cheap postage. 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 85 citizens of Auburn, 


New York, praying Congress to establish a uniform rate of 
postage, not to exceed one cent on newspapers, and two 
cents on each prepaid letter of ehalf an ounce for all dis- 
tances, and other corresponding reforms. 


By Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois: The petition of A. N, Dills, | 
and 98 others, citizens of IMinois, for amail-route from Pe- || 
kin via Dillon, Armington and Mount Hope, to Waynesville. | 


By Mr. MORRIS: ‘The petition of offieers and soldiers of 


the late war with Great Britain, residing in Brown county, | 


Ohio, asking Congress to grant them bounty lands. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Brown county, Ohio, 
asking Congress to grant bounty lands to the officers and || 


soldiers of the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of citizens of New York, 
establishing the rates of postage on prepaid Jetters, at two 
cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of citizens of New 
York, for cheap postage. 

Also, two petitions of 88 citizens of Chenango county, 
New York, fur the free circulation of newspapers, within 


| thirty miles of the place of publication. 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. PRATT presented a petition of citizens of 
Williamsport, Maryland, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 
Buchanan county, lowa, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a remonstrance of 
citizens of the United States against the further 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. : 

Mr. B. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Waterville, Maine, asking that a charter may be 
granted to P. P. I. Degrand and others, for the 


' construction of a railroad and the establishment of 


a line of telegraph from St. Lovis to San Fran- 
cisco; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CASS presented two petitions of citizens 
of Michigan, asking that compensation be made 
te the widow and children of Herbert Lacroix, 


| for property destroyed by the enemy during the 


last war with Great Britain; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. te 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition 


of citizens of Lowa, asking the establishment ofa 
'mail-route from lowaville to Memphis; which 


By Mr. STETSON : The petition of E. S. Greeley, of | 


Maine, forcompensation for damages sustained by reason of 


| 


his imprisonment by the Government of New Brunswick, | 


while in the service of the State. 

Also, the petition of L. Hamblin and 89 others, citizens 
of Orono, Maine, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of M. W. Martin, J. W. 


Blanding, and 112 others, citizens of Grant county, praying || i 


| memorial of the ons of the Rio Grande, asking 


for the establishment of a mail route from Mineral Point 
via Wingville, Lge the Mississippi at Wyoming, and 
intersecting the route from Dubuque to McGregor’s Land- 
ings. . 


i] 
I] 


i} 


t 


| was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, 

Ordered, That the papers ih the case of J. W. Nye be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 

ng, to which was referred the motion to print the 


the establishment of a Territorial Government, re- 
ported in favor of printing the same, with the 
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curred in. : 
Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the motion to print the communica: | 


tion of Philo White, reported in favor of the 
same; which was concurred in. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the memorial of the 


Pacific Railroad Company, reported in favor of | 


the same; which was concurred in. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to which was referred the bill to establish | 
a Board of Accounts, reported the same back with | 


amendments. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, asked that said committee be discharged | 
from the further consideration of the petition of | 


George Dennett, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; which was agreed to. 


{ 
' 
' 
| 


j 
} 
} 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- | 


sions, to which was referred the petition of Charies 


Larabbe, for the allowance of a pension, asked to | 


be discharged from its further consideration, on 
the ground that his case will be provided for in a 
general bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
back without amendment the bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to regulate the pensions of officers, soldiers, 


seamen, and marines, who have been or may | 


hereafter be disubled while in the service of the | 


United States; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 


House bill to provide for recording the convey- | 
ances of vessels, and for other purposes, reported | 


the same back without amendment, and recom- 
mend@i its passage. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, | 


asked that said committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of David 
Humphries, as his case will be embraced in a 
general bill, which was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill to author- 
ize notaries public to take and certify oaths, af- 
firmatidns, and acknowledgments in certain cases, 
reported the same back without amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOCD asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a joint resolution relative to the pay- 
ment of dividends or interest on war bounty scrip; 


which was twice read and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Finance. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, yesterday reported a bill to 
establish a collection district, and a port of entry, 
and ports of delivery at Milwaukee, in the State 
of Wisconsin, (and not Mississippi, as reported 
in our last,) and for other purposes. 


ANOTHER PROPOSED COMPROMISE. 


Mr. BELL. Mr..President, I have been wait- 
ing for several days for an appropriate occasion to 
present to the consideration of the Senate a se- 
ries of propositions connected with the distracting 

uestion which has agitated us solong. I now 

esire the courtesy of the Senate to extend to me 
the privilege of making some explanations of the 
resolutions which I have to present. 

I owe an apology to the Senate, Mr. President, 
and to the public, for being the medium of pre- 
senting any series of propositions or resolutions 
upon a subject which has occupied the attention of 


this body so long, and in jdliathie to which so | 


great a number of propositions have already been 
submitted and commented on by gentlemen far 
more distinguished for ability and influence in the 
country than myself. And, sir, | desire to state 
that [ trust that I am no tactuated in the slightest 
degree by any petty ambition of desiring to pre- 
sent propositions of my own; or that | have the 
presumption to suppose that I shall be able to 
offer anything that will meet the general ac- 
eeptation and 2 pee of this body; or, least 
of all, that I could aspire to the honor of being a 
pacificator. I neither pretend to, nor am I enti- 
tled to that position here, or in the country, as 
respects any weight to be given to any proposi- 
tions fT shal! submit, because they come from me. 
No, sir, | do not claim this consideration, and I 
rather think that no particular weight or influence 
can be given to any propositions for the adjustment 
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names of the signers attached; which was con- | 








| soon as the people of Texas shall.sby an act of their Legisla- 


| latitude and west of the Trinity shall, with the assent of 
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Michigan and Arkansas were contemporaneous) y 
admitted, I believe, in conformity with the hess 
sentiment. lowa and Florida were | believe ade 


of this controversy made by any gentleman from 
the South. They must come from gentlemen from 
a different quarter—from the North, where the 


power exists to settle this question. The only || mitted in the same way. Sir, | am aware tha 
small merit that I claim is that of being acompiler. || this practice cannot be ‘long continued. No ns 
I cannot say that there is a single one of the prop- || pectation can be, or is as far as I know, indulved 
ositions, which I intend to present, that is entirely || by the South that it can be continued for an 


i 
origihal, or one which has not passed through the || lengthsof time to come. But now it is proposed 
minds of at least a dozen honorable Senators. || to admit California as a free State. Here is » 
I do not propose, upon this occasion, to enter || Territory, here is a population authorizing the aq. 
into a general discussion of these distracting ques- || mission of a slave State, and thus, if Texas Were 
tions, important and interesting as they may be, || to assent to the formation of the new State, the 
I only desire to aubmit such brief explanatiors of || practice might be continued up to this time a: 
any suggestions contained in the resolutions which || least. I have said, sit, that no expectation of 
I have to present, which may be different from | continuing this practice which has obtained here. 
those embraced in the numerous propositions here- || tofore can be indulged by the South. Sir, what 
tofore presented. I will not trouble the Senate by || is the prospect before the slave States on this sub. 
reading more than the last clause of the short pre- || ject? Nebraska and the Territory of Minnesota 
imble by which I have thought proper to preface || will saon, very soon, form two additional free 
the propositions which I design to present. It is || States. Oregon will present the country with four 
in these words: : | new States; two very soon, and two more to fo}. 
Whereas tho.joint resolution for annexing Texas to the | low at a subsequent time. I speak ad visediyron 
United States, approved March 1, 1845, coutains the follow. || this subject, from my knowledge of the territory 
, ari -@ thatis to say: ** \ew States 7 . 
as sloas pons a inamtion four in namber, in addition there. Two new free States will before a great 
to said State of Texas, and having sufficient population, may || While be formed there, and two may be postponed 
hereafter, by the consent of said State, be formed out of the || to some more remote period. California and New 
territory thereof, which shall be entitled to admission under | Mexico will give us four new States, if not six 
the provisions of the Federal Constitution ; and such States |; Her . he lowest ealestatio atiuae . 
as may be formed out of that portion of said territory Iving || TRETE, SIP, at the lowest calcalation, we have four 
south of 36° 30’ north Jatitude, commonly known as the Mis- || to Oregon, four to New Mexico and California, 
souri compromise line, shall be admitied into the Union with || and two to the new Territories already formed in 
or without slavery, as the people of each State asking admis- || the northwest; to say nothing of the territory 
sion may desire; andin such State or States as shall be || _.. ; F ; 
formed out of said territory north of said Missouri compro- |? still further north and west of the waters of the 
mise line, slavery or involuntary servitude (except for | Missouri, we shall have ten new free States! 
crime) shail be prohibited.” And where is the equivalent to the slave States to 
The first proposition I propose to submit, sir, | be found? My first proposition is to admit one 
is in these words: new State now in conformity with ancient prac- 
Resolved, That the obligation to comply with the condition I tice, which must soon be abandoned. I propose 
and guarantee above recited in good faith be distinetly re- | to restrict the State of Texas to the territory lying 
cognized, and that, in part complianee with the same, as || east of the Trinity and south of Red river: a 
ture, signify their assent, by restricting the limits thereof territory large enough to forma magnificent State— 
within the territory lying east of the ‘Trinity and south of the , one of the first class. The population in these 
Red river, and when the people of the residue of the territory + |imits is altogether sufficient to authorize the forma- 
claimed by Texas lying South of the 34th degree of north |/ tion of a State. lam advised that it is equal to 
the existing ratio of representation in Congress. 
The new State proposed to be admitted into the 
‘| Union with the assent of Texas includes all the 
| territory now claimed by Texas lying west of the 
| Trinity and south of the thirty-fourth parailel of 
‘north latitude. The territory proposed for the 
into the Union, if it were practicable. I have || new State, it will be perceived, is of very large 
seen no notice of any such desire; no manifes- || extent; the porulation is more than sufficient to 
tation of any expectation even that such a propo- || justify the formation of a new State, exceeding the 
sition would be offered. Nevertheless, sir, | am || population east of the Trinity by many thousands, 
of opinion that it would have a most salutary and || The proposition does not involve nor ask of the 
healing influence at this time throughout the whole || North any violation of sentiment or feeling there, 
South. Tam aware of the existence of a senti- | ainless it be one based upon a design of violating 
ment prevalent to some extent at the South, which | sacred obligations, which 1 am sure does not ex- 
supposes it probable-—-so strong is the sentiment || ist. It is in strict conformity with the plighted 
at the North, in-the free States, against the exten- || public faith of the whole country, North and 
sion of the slave power in Congress—that at any || South. What forbids it,then? Texas, Mr. Pres- 
time hereafter, when in the course of events this || ident, may not give its assent. I have no informa- 
proposition shall come directly from the people of || tion to give to the Senate upon that subject. Iam 
Texas, the guarantee and conditions of the joint || not authorized to say that any one member of the 
resolution referred to in the preamble will not be || Texas delegation in this House, or in the House 


complied with. ‘They feel no assurance upon this || of Representatives, is prepared to give his assent 
point. 


|| to this proposition. But, be that as it may, say 
I do not say that this expectation or this appre- 


| that Texas refuses her assent, yet here is a peace- 
hension is justified by anything I have seen avowed || offering from the North. So far as it is calculated 


at the North; certainly not by anything 1 have 1 to have any influence, whether it is rejected or ac- 
heard avowed in this hall; for upon this point I || cepted by Texas, just credit will be due to the pol- 
must do the gentlemen of the North justice, and || icy and magnanimity, or rather justice of the 
say that in speaking of the comparative extent | North, in conceding it by legislation, and making 
and quantity of free and slave territory in the || it depend upon the consent of the South, (of 
United States, the large territories of Texas, em-’|| Texas,) whetber this new State shall be admitted 
bracing some two or three hundred square miles, || into the Union. 
have been uniformly pointed to as slave territory, || |My next resolution, Mr. President, proposes, if 
out of which other slave States may properly,and || Texas shall agree to accept the cession of all the 
without infringing upon the sentiments and opin- | unappropriated domain in the territory claimed by 
ions of the North, be admitted into the Union. It | Texas west of the Colorado river, extending north 
is for the purpose of meeting and quieting this | to the 42d parallel of north latitude and to cede the 
apprehension of the South, and for the soothing || jurisdiction and sovereignty over, together with 
effect which the admission of such a State into the || the unappropriated domain of all the territory 
Union now would have, that I have thought proper | claimed by Texas north of the 34° of north lat- 
to propose it. ‘ ; || tude. I will read the resolution. It speaks for 
Again, Mr.. President, it has been commonly || itself. s ° 
the practice of the Government heretofore, when 


Texas, adopt a constitution republican in form, they be ad- 
mitted into the Union upon an equal footing in all respects || 
with the original States. 

I do not know, Mr. President, that there has 
been any desire manifested in the southern States 
that a new slave State should be now admitted 


‘| Resolved, That if Texas shatl agree to cede, the United 


j e S _ || States will aceept a cession of all the unappropriated do- 
practicable, that when a slave State has been ad || main in all the territory claimed by Texas, lying west of the 


mitted, a new free State should be contempo- || Colorado, and extending north of the 42d parallel of vort* 


raneously admitted. And so when a free State | latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding —— 
at the North was newly admitted, if found practi- || millions of dollars, to be applied in the first place tu the ex: 


. |, tinguishment of any portion of the existing public debt of 
cable, a new slave State at the South came in at || Texas, for the discharge of which the United States are uh- 


It was upon this principle that | der any obligations, implied or otherwise, and the remaindct 
|| as Texas shall require. 


Here, again, the first question presented is, w'll 


the same time. 
Maine was severed from Massachusetts and erected 
into a separate State when Missouri came in. || 
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Texas cede this domain for any of the purposes 
intended to be accomplished by this proposition; 
and the second question is, what price should the 
Government of the United States pay for it? That 
| conceive to be the main subject of inquiry. And 
who, Mr. President, will cavil upon that point? 
And who will calculate the value of this Union in 
reference to a proposition which may secure its 
harmony, perhaps its permanence ? 

For my part, | regard this Union as above all 
price. I know of no arithmetic by which to com- 
wie the value of this Union in dollars and cents. 

But gentlemen may say the Union is not in dan- 
wr. Ab! If so, then I shall be a great deal less 
solicitous that these dissensions shall be quieted— 
that these notes of harsh discord which we hear 
resounding through this hall from day t» day shall 
cease. But if the Union is in no danger, if it shall 
siand, with all its present magnificent allotment of 
Sates and of great communities, is there no dan- 
ger that the history of its future career will be 
marked with continual jealousies, discontent, vio- 
lent hatred and animosity, which will assuredly 
impair its energy and strip it of half its blessings? 
These, sir, are the considerations which | wish to 
present upon this point. And who will make a 
difference in the estimated value of the proposed 
cession between five, and ever ten millions of dol- 
lars, if interposed between future harmony and fu- 
ture discord, futare fraternal feeling and future 
rankling hate? Sir, I cannot conceive that there 
can be any difficulty upon this proposition. I 
mean as to the amount of the consideration pro- 

sed to be given to Texas. 

Well, sir, my next proposition is as follows: 

Resolved, That when the population of that portion of the 
territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 34th parallel 
of north latitude and west of the Colorado, shall be equal 
tothe ratio of representation in Congress under the last 
preceding apportionment, according to the provisions of the 
Constitution, and the people of such Territory shall, with 
the assent of thenew State contemplated in the preceding 
resolution, have adopted a State constitution republican in 
form, they be admitted into the Union as a State upon an 
equa! footing with the original States. 

The principal point in this resolution is the pro- 
spective admission of another State, to be carved 
out of the Territory of Texas, whether slave or 
free to be determined by the people. It will pro- 
bably be a slave State. In regard to which I have 
to remark that the apprehensions of the North on 
the subject of the creation of new slave States 
need not be excited by the reading of this resolu- 
tion. When admitted, it will be the last of its | 
race. It will and must close the acconnt, in my 
judgment, of slave States then and forever, or for 
as longas this Union lasts. If this proposition 
should be adopted, and this territory be admitted 
into the Union as a State, there will then -have 
been three slave States carved out of the territory 
belonging to Texas—Texas and the two new 
slave States now proposed to be admitted. This 
number, you will recollect, Mr. President, falls 
far short of the calculations of southern gen- 
tlemen; of the advocates of the annexation of 
Texas, when that question was presented to the 
American people. Four or five slave States, it 
was estimated, might and would be carved out of 
that territory. Four slave States might be carved 
out of that territory, because there is a country 
extensive enough, rich enough, fertile enough to 
sustain a population that would authorize its di- 
vision into four States; but, with the arrangement 
now proposed, it would be impossible that such a 
project should be ever entertained. The people of 
these two States will not consent to have-their 
boundaries cut down so as to reduce them to the 
condition of medium sized States of this Union. 

hey expect to*be, and will maintain the prospect . 
of being, large and populous States of the Union. 

erefore, sir, there can be nagprospect of the 
further admission of slave States into the Union at 
any time, 

My next resolution proposes to incorporate all 
the territory claimed by Texas north of the 34th 
parallel of north latitude, and extending to the 42d 
sp of north latitude, with the Territory of 

ew Mexico; “and that those territories united 
have a form of government provided for them 
Suitable to the condition of the population, and 
without any restriction upon the subject of slavery. 

he resolution is in these words: 


Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas 
lying north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and which 
may be ceded to the United States by Texas, be incorpo- 
rated with the Territory of New Mexico, except such part 

as lies east of the Rio Grandeand south of the Sith 














































parallel of north latitude, and that the territory so composed 


form a State, to be admitted into the Union when the in- 


habitants thereof shall adopt a constitution, republican in | 


form, with the consent of Congress; but in the mean time, | 
and until Congress shall give such consent, provision be 
made for the government of the inhabitants of said Territory 
suitable to their condition, but without any restriction as to | 
slavery. 


The first point which will be suggested to the | 
| 





minds of honorable Senators by this resolution is, 
that here is a surrender of 2) degrees of slave ter- 
ritory to be thereafter free territory. The southern | 


boundary of these united territories east of the ||}. amply supplied by the thousands of free emi- 


Rio Grande will be 120 miles south of Santa Fé, | 


and extending thence east to the western boundary || 


of the present Indian territory of the United States. 
The point to which [ wish to direct the attention 
of Senators is, that, for whatever portion of terri- | 
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Mr. CORWIN. Why? 


Mr. BELL. The honorable Senator from Ohio 
asks me why? Because I say, sir, that by the 
formation of the country, it has no such adapta- 
tion to agricultural employment as that slave 
labor can ever possibly be profitable. It is a re- 
gion far more elevated than any which has ever 
yet been successfully cultivated by slave labor. 

tis so wholly unsuitable in every respect that 
slave labor can never find profitable employment 
there. The demand for labor in the mines wilt 


grants who will go there as soon as mines shall 
be discovered rich enough to justify the working 


| of them, to say nothing of the Indian population, 


tory that may be claimed to be free, and included || 


in the territory proposed to be erected into a new 
State west of the Trinity and south of the 34th 
parallel of north latitude, there will be an equiv- 
alent of slave territory surrendered, lying north 
of the 34th parallel of north latitude. It will be 
remembered that the Missouri compromise line is 
the parallel of 36° 30’. Thus two and a half de- 
grees of slave territory will be given up to become 
free, as I think will be conceded in the candid 
judgment of all. Then, sir, all ground of opposi- 


tion is taken away from this proposition, on the || 


part of those who may be called, the * no-inch of | 
new slave territory’’ party. 
who could not sleep on their pillows; or who 
would prefer to see the good old ship the ‘** Con- 
stitution’’ blown into a thousand atoms, rather 
than have one inch of what is now free territory | 
with their consent polluted with slavery. I say 
this with no ill feeling, but merely for the purpose 
of stating strongly that here is a full equivalent of 
slave territory given up to be made free territory, | 
for all that is claimed to be now included in the 
boundaries of the new States proposed to be carved 
out of Texas. 

Another point worthy of consideration in. this 
proposition is, that it would close the controversy | 
between Texts and New Mexico, in regard to the 
territory on the Rio Grande. It is proper to 
mention that a small portion of this territory lies 
south of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and 
east of the Rio Grande, embracing a region of 
little value, left to be embraced in the new State 
now to be admitted. But by the acceptance of 
this proposition the controversy growing out of 
the Texan claim to the Rio Grande will be finally | 
adjusted. 
The government which I have proposed for the | 
Territory of New Mexico thus united with that 
which may be ceded by Texas, is to be one suit- | 
able to the condition of the people of the country, 
but to be without any restriction as to slavery. It 
may be a Territorial Government in the usual | 
form, if that is thought best, and then it will be in | 
conformity with the propositions of the distin- | 
guished Senator from Kentucky, ee Cuay,] with- | 
out the preamble attached to his. If there be any dif- 
ficulty with regard to that, | suggest that it may 
be in the form of the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Wacker] | 
to the Senate’s bill, at the last session of Congress; 
or of the amendment submitted by the Committee 
of Ways and Means in the House of Represent- 
atives to that bill after it passed the Senate. For | 
every point of practical utility, either of these 
propositions would suffice. For one, itis my de- | 
liberate judgment that whatever form of territo- | 
rial government be established, whether a pro- 
visional or other government, with or without 
restrictions in regard to slavery,¢here will be the 
same practical result. 

I know it may be asked, why object to a clause 
restricting slavery, if it is certain that slavery will | 
never exist there in any event? I answer, because | 
the proposition to impose this restriction has been 
the chief source of the agitation in the southern | 
section of the Union ever since the question was | 
first raised in relation to the disposition which | 
should be made of these Territories. The right | 
to impose it is questioned in the first place. And 
it is justly regarded more offensive, because it is | 
unnecessary. It is looked upon in the light of a 
wanton insult to the feelings and pride of the 
South. It may still be said that slavery may find 
a foothold there. While the present organization | 
of material creation stands, African slavery can | 
never find a foothold in New Mexico. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


which supplies the cheapest Jabor of all. Why, 
then, upon the vague fear in the minds of gentle- 
men that some contingency—the bare conjecture 


|| of an accident now inconceivable to the imagina- 


| tion—should the fate of the Union, or its contin- 


1 mean that party || 


ued harmony, be jeoparded by insisting upon a 
slavery restriction clause? Is the sentimentatthe 
North a mere blind impulse, having neither sense 
nor reason to sustainit? If not, I should think 


|| these remote, conjectural contingencies would by 
| no gentleman be made a ground for insisting upon 


the introduction of this offensive restriction. 

I consider this proposition only better than that 
submitted by the. President of the United States 
in his special message upon this subject in this: 
that this proposition would prevent the coming in 
of a new State before the people of the territory 
shall be duly qualified to take upon themselves the 
charge of self-government. The population of 
New Mexico has not increased so rapidly as was 
conjectured a year ago. I believe that there are 
very few Americans there now. It is mostly a 
thoroughfare to the great attraction on the borders 
of the Pacific. Our adventurous young men do 
not stop there; they press on to California. 

I know that many southern gentlemen, for whose 
opinions I entertain a high respect, say that the 
Missouri compromise line should at all hazards 
be adhered to. I cannot agree with them, I will 


| not enter into a discussion now upon that point. I 


will only say, that, even if it could be obtained, 
even if there could be a recognition ofslavery south 
of that line, it would be a barren victory, for there 
would be no slavery there. The little patehes at 
El Paso del Norte, where slave labor might find 
some employment, would not offer a sufficient in- 
ducement to the slaveholder to take his property 
there. So that even if this recognition should be 
conceded by the North, I insist it would be of no 
value to the South. But gentlemen say the prin- 
ciple would be preserved. Sir, | admit there is 
something in that; but of what value would it be 


_in reference to present acquisition or to future ac- 


quisition? Where and when? Do we not delude 
ourselves in our estimate of the value of that prin- 
ciple—the Missouri compromise line? Elave we 
not had enough of acquisition on the side of Mex- 
ico? Where else do we expect further acquisi- 
tions? Cuba, perhaps. If Cuba ever comes into 
the Union we need not-argue the question of the 
probability whether Cuba will be a slave or a free 
State. If, in the vicissitudes of the affairs of na- 
tions, Cuba should ever be presented to the United 


\| States to be annexed to them, we all know it must 
| necessarily come in as a slave State. 


And in the 
contingency that the slave population of Cuba 


|, should assert their freedom, it would not be a de 


sirable acquisition to the people of the United 
States, North or South. Inevery point of view, 
then, I regard the establishment of the Missouri 
comprornise line as a thing of no value—a working 


| of benefit of no kind. 


j 


} 
} 


I omitted to state in its proper place that, in the 
territory lying north of the 34th parallel of north 
latitude, and west of the line established between 
the United States and Mexico, on the 23d meridi- 


|) an of west longitude from Washington, and run- 


nidg north from Red river to the Arkansas, there 
is no population. I allude to that portion of the 
territory proposed to be incorporated with New 
Mexico, which lies within the admitted limits of 
Texas. It is altogether unssttled. It is merely 
an open plain, traversed by the Camanehes and 


| the buffalo; not a white man to be found on it. 


i 
' 


My next resolution proposes to incorporate all 
the country ceded by Mexico to the United Siates, 
lying west of New Mexico and east of the con- 
templated new State of California, in one territory, 
The proposition, of course, contemplates a divi- 
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sion of the territory at some future time, and when | patriotic motives to him; and I add also that he | time may go far beyond any conce 
was guided by what was then, and would be now, |; 


the settlement in it shall require. This is pro- 
posed, upon the idea that it is not proper or ex- 
pedient to give any assurance to that peculiar 
people, the Mormons, by providing a separate 
territorial government for them, or to hold out 
any expectation that they will ever be admitted 
into the Union as a separate State. It may be 

roper that they ehould be admitted; but till we 

now more of their policy, designs, and: institu- 
‘tions—J speak not exclusively of religious insti- 
tutions—I should think that no Senator would be 
disposed to do more for them than to extend to 
them an adequate protection. The proposition in 
this resolution is to provide for the Mormons, and 
all other settlements and inhabitants, as in the case 
of New Mexico, a form of government suited to 
their condition. They will want but little more 
than the protection of our arms, at least, for a 
considerable time, against the depredations and 
massacre of the Indians. 

The next resolution proposes the immediate ad- 
mission of California as a State of the Uuion; and 
it embraces the idea of accepting its present bound- 
aries. It has been objected to the admission of 
California that her boundaries are too extensive; 
that her territory is too large; that two or more 
States might be carved out of the territory assigned 
to it. Be it so. Is it desirable that it should be 
so divided, either to the North orto the South? It 
will make a large and powerful State, isis true; 
but, for my part, I wish it had included the coun- 
try of the great Salt Lake in addition to its present 
territory. I care not how large itis. It will not 
be so large, I believe, as the proposed new State 
to be erected in Texas. It is objected, and strong 
exception is taken to the manner in which the 
constitution was framed, but it should be remem- 
bered that that constitution is satisfactory to the 
inhabitants of that country; and upon what pretext, 
therefore, can Congress object? We hear no 
murmurings of dissatisfaction on the part of any 
of the inhabitants of California. ‘There was, in- 
deed, agmall minority opposed to.it on some par- 
ticular points, but they acquiesced in its adoption 
by the majority. As to the competency of the 
people for self-government, | would refer you to 
the provisions of the constitution itself. It is not 
acceptable to me; it is not acceptable to the South 
generally on one particular point; but it is clear 
that that is a point which we must concede, since 
it is the will of the people of that country. 

I know it is objected that many of the residents 
of California are not citizens of the United States; 
that they are not permanent residents; that a great 
portion of them are foreigners, who have found 
their way into that country in pursuit of gold; or 
that they are transient passengers. But where is 
the svidenes of that?) The whole population of 
that Territory is described as being about a hun- 
dred thousand; and some ten or fifteen thousand, 
no doubt, may have gone there with a view of 
returning as soon as they have gratified themselves 
by seeing the country, or in reaping as much of 
its fruits as they can secure. But, sir, there is 
also a class of permanent inhabitants—not includ- 
ing the old Mexican inhabitants—enterprising 
men, who have become residents; who have ac- 
quired a foothold on the soil, who have made val- 
uable improvements; who have fixed their destinies 
there during life. A large number of this class 
are engaged in various enterprises; not merely in 
gold-digging, but in the cultivation of the soil, in 
the erection of buildings, in the pursuit of trade 
and commerce, building up towns and cities. 
These are the portion of the population, at least 
it was this description of population who had the 

rincipal agency in forming this constitution. 
They are satisfied with it, and that is sufficient. 

I have heard it suggested that this constitution 
was framed under the exercise‘of an improper 
influence on the part of the President of the United 
States. I have seen no evidence to sustain that 
suggestion. The initiative in the formation of that 
constitution was taken before any message or even 
any ship arrived from the United States conveying 
a message from the President; before any intelli- 
gence had reached their shores as to what were 
the opinions and policy of the President upon 
that subject. That is avfact incontestibly estab- 
lished. And, sir, in regard to the recommenda- 
tion which he afterwards gave through his agent, 
even the impartial objectors to this constitution 
do the President the justice to impute the most 





| under the circumstances, the soundest policy and 
| the truest wisdom in relation to the true interests 


of this country. Wisdom and patriotism were 


alike conspicuous in the policy of the President in | 
relation to this subject. And what wasit? Merely | 


to give his*countenance to the manifestation of 


| their true opinions regarding the form of govern- 


| ment which they should adopt. 


| 


| 
; 


I have not heard |) 


| one intimation, public or private, founded upon | 


evidence or authority, that he desired, meditated, 


| or suggested anything in relation to the question 


| 
| 








| given much dissatisfaction. 


| and considered. 


of slavery or no slavery in the formation of this 


constitution, leaving the people entirely free from | 


any influence he might possess as the supreme 
Executive of the Union. Iam, therefore, in favor 
of the immediate admission of California into the 
Union with its present boundaries, in connection 


with the other propositions which I submit. I | 


| ‘say nothing of what I should do if the question 


were to come up stripped of all other questions. 
The next proposition proposes to regulate the 
manner in which and the time when the people of 


adopt State constitutions. 


all see the importance of at the present time. | 


| It proposes to avoid the irregularity and anoma- 
lies which, in some instances, have heretofore at- 


tended the formation of State constitutions by the | 
inhabitants of the territories, which are always | 


more or less embarrassing to the Government, 


and are likely to be still more so in view of the | 
great number of new States which will soon be | 


pressing their claims for admission into the Union. || 


I think the proposition speaks for itself. 

The next resolution proposes that when Con- 
gress shall consent that the people of any terri- 
tory shall form a State constitution, they shall 
have the sole power to regulate their internal 
affairs and policy on every question whatever; 
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may have of what they would Sion entiefecusy! 


| Mr. President, I believe I have been ate 
more nor less agitated or excited, in contem ~ er 
the present distracted, state of the pablie® Ing 
| than the nature and tendency of the Seeetione a 
volved may fairly warrant; but I can readi! . 
ceive how gentlemen coming from the South = 
perhaps having no greater interest in this questia 
than I have, or whose constituencies have . 
greater interest in it than the constituency which 
_Lrepresent, may indulge in feelings of more ; 
tensity than I have done, or entertained views in 
regard to the dangers which threaten the ereatin. 
terests of the South more gloomy and despondine 
g 


|| than | am disposed to entertain; and, for the same 


reasons, I can readily exeuse the extreme proposi- 
tiuns that have been forwarded to us from the 
South, expressed in various remonstrances and 
resolutions of legislatures, of conventions, and 
of primary meetings of the people. Though 
they may go beyond what my judgment would 
approve, yet I can excuse them. It is possible, 


in \ é | indeed, that they may be the wisest at last; for | 
the territories of the United States shall in future | 


That, I think, we. 


believe I would not be a laggard in the exercise of 
all the necessary means, whenever the contingency 
shall arise, of resisting or of redressing any fa. 
grant violation either of the rights or the honor of 
the South. At the same time,J must say, that in 
the State of which | am a public servant here, | 
have given no countenance—no encouragement at 
| least—to some of the extreme measures proposed 

in the South. I have not countenanced the assem. 
bling of the Southern Convention among my 
friends in Tennessee. I have, on the other hand, 
rather encouraged the reposing of a liberal conf- 


| dence in the North for the settling, not only of this, 


but of all other great questions of national and do- 
mestic policy, upon an equitable and liberal basis, 
as the best mode of repressing any hostile senti- 


| ments on the part of the North against the institu. 


| and that they shall be controlled only by the ex- | 


press restrictions contained in the Constitution of | 


the United States. This is only important in 


as to certain questions which have heretofore 
quieting proposition. 


The last proposition is that these several propo- 
sitions be committed to the Committee on Terri- 


tories, with instructions to report a bill in con- | 


formity with their spirit and principles. 
I have purposely avoided, Mr. President, as 
the Senate will see, incumbering these resolutions 


with too many provisions; with subjects and || 


questions not altogether distinct, but which may 
be easily disposed of when separately taken up 
There is the fugitive slave bill; 
I have taken nq notice of that. On that subject I 


entertain no distrust that whatever Congress can || 


do will be done. And so as to the question of the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 


relating to the newly-acquired Territories of New 
Mexico and California. 


Mr. President, I do not propose to enter into | 


any general discussion, or into the discussion of 


| view of quieting for the future all apprehensions || 


This is merely a | 


i 


I believe these questions || 
can be readily and satisfactorily adjusted, if we | 
can only settle this great question in controversy | 


the general principles involved in this question of | 


slavery now. Perhaps I may on some future oc- 
casion; but I desire to be indulged, before | close, 
with a few remarks of a general nature. 


| 


tions of the South, or of the South against the 
North, on any ground whatever. If, therefore, 
_any good should result from the proposed South- 
ern Convention—and I trust that good may result 
from it; if it is held—I shall not be entitled to any 
credit for it; and if, on the other hand, evil 
should spring from it, though I may be a sufferer 
| with every other citizen of the Union, I shall not 
be responsible for it. 

But | am not altogether free from apprehension 

| as to the consequences to the peace and harmony 


| of this country, if those who hold the majority 


power should, in the settlement of these distracting 
questions, exercise it stringently and arbitrarily. 
| I may have indulged in sentiments and opinions 
| in relation to the good sense, the justice, and the 


|| patriotism of northern gentlemen far too generous 


/and confiding; but I shall not surrender those 
opinions until I see the most decided manifesia- 
tions of a contrary spirit. 

Sir, I am afraid that the sentiment is but too 
common with northern gentlemen, in viewing the 
demonstrations in the South of a spirit of deter- 
mined resistance to the avowed policy of the 
North, upon the subject of slavery, in the light of 
mere bravado—of gasconade. 

I have heard, in my private intercourse with 
| northern gentlemen, the suggestion that most or 
all of these extreme resolves at the South, these 
extreme demonstrations, may be fairly imputed to 


| party, to the impulsive passions, and to the irregu- 
| 


lar ambition of political aspirants, and that it would 


I have not obtruded myself, as the Senate well || be discreditable and pusillanimous in the North to 
know, upon the attention of this body in the dis- t yield a title of what they have considered their 
cussions with which we have been so liberally en- || true policy upon this subject, under such circum- 


tertained and interested during the present session. 
I have not done so, mainly because I did not be- 
lieve myself able to shed light upon the path of 


other gentlemen, and especially when I could see | 


my own pathway, or the one I was inclined to 
tread, so dimly. I have no bigoted conceit, or 
confidence, with regard to any proposition, not 
even those which I have now presented. They 
are the best, under the circumstances, that I can 
conceive of; and upon the suggestion, and with the 
advice of a few friends, I have undertaken to pre- 
sentthem. Ido not know that they will meet 
with general acceptance even from gentlemen 
from the South, while | would be satisfied with 
them, as indeed I would with some in a different 
shape. Yet, sir, of what consequence. is my in- 
dividual opinion upon such a subject? I am but an 
individual. The sentiments of the South at this 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| 





pana I desire to tell these gentlemen, in all 
candor, that I think they are mistaken. | have 
| watched the whole movement for years, and | 
‘think I have> seen a considerable accession of 
| strength to those who favor extreme measures of 
| resistance and redress among leading men in many 

of the States of the South, not to say in all who 

are not active participants in the party strife of the 
I have seen, too, in some of the southern 
States, leading men of both = coéperating in 
the same cause. Everyday I hear of some gentle- 
man of intellect and influence, to whom it would 
be unfair to impute motives of personal or party 
aggrandizement, committing himself to these v!o 


day. 


rt of wisdom 10 


lent resolves. Is it, then, the 
ue to these move 


| way that no consideration is 


ments? For, though it may be that the great body 
i of the farming aud planting interests repose 19 








18 


quit 
by | 


othe 
r 
ti 
yiol 


oré 
eril 
lar 
pol 
em 
dis 


wis 
tio! 
Re 
ele! 
to 

sen 


lou 
is! 
cor 


yo 
the 


/_  i-.  e eee ee ee 








1850. 


— ' 
yiet on their farms and plantations, undisturbed 
by the storm which rages around them, yet, when 
jeading and sober minded citizens, one after an- | 
other, yield to the suggestions of the more intem- || 


_ and excited, how soon may a whole popu- 
t 





ion be brought to rally in support of the most 
yiolent and dangerous schemes ? 

But, suppose it to be true, as alleged, that most 
or all of these violent demonstrations are to be as- 
crived to party interests and views; to the irregu- 
lar wicked passions; to the unbridled ambition of 

litical aspirants; still are not these the great el- 
ements of mischief, the most potent elements of 
discord, dissatisfaction, and convulsion in all free 
Governments; and is it no part of the duties of a 
wise statesman in this country to give his atten- 
tion seriously to these sources of danger to the 
Republic ? And when, to the potency of these 
elements of power in an attempt (as it may be so) 
to overturn the Government, you superadd a deep 
sense of wrong and injury, diffused among a nu- 
merous class, embracing extensive sections, popu- 
jous and powerful States, can you-still say that it 
is no part of wisdom to give any serious or grave 
consideration to these combined influences? Will 
you still compose your minds to the belief that 
these demonstrations are not to be regarded, be- 
cause the causes which produced them are suchas 
you do not and cannot respect? 

Mr. President, I have heard it suggested that 
this controversy has been provoked by the South, 
in their mad passion for war and conquest. Sup- 
ose itis true. Is that a reason why this Union 
should be put in jeopardy, on a feeling of resent- 
ment or a principle of retaliation? Forbid: it, 
every consideration connected with the interest 
and destiny of this great country. And let me 
say, too, that the North must bear a large share 
of the responsibility of bringing this condition of 
things upon the country; for it was by northern 
votes, by northern support, that the war was 
brought on out of which these new acquisitions 
were made. It was in good part by northern sup- 
port and countenance that these acquisitions of 
new territory were insisted on and effected. 
Will they now desert their brethern and allies of | 
the South, and say they will not come to their re- 
lief in this fearful exigency produced by their 
joint counsel and united efforts. | i] 

Mr. President, the main pillar upon which the | 
Union rests for its preservation has its foundation | 
in the mutual confidence, the ties of reciprocal 
interest, and fraternal regard between its differ- 
ent members and sections. These have been the 
essential elements of that noble sentiment of loy- 
alty to the Union which has hitherto preserved it 
unscathed and unhurt amid all the storms that 
have assailed it. Let this sentiment of loyalty be 
once materially impaired; let this cord, strong as 
itmay be, yet of the finest and most delicate tex- 
ture, and now strained to the highest point of ten- 
sion, by any untoward act of violence or rash 
policy be snapped—its grappling on the hearts of 
the people in any of their great sectional divisions 

unloosed and broken—from that moment, sir, the 
question of the preservation or of the destruction 
of the Union will cease to inspire a rational inter- 
est. If it is preserved, its existence will be nom- 
inal; its blessings and advantages a mockery. 
How long is it since we have seen a mere handful | 
of men—{ will not call them factionists in an | 
offensive sense, but in the legitimate sense—in the | 
House of Representatives, interposing between | 
the two great and legitimate parties of the country, | 
and preventing the organization of the House, and | 
delaying the whole business of legislation for an | 
entire month? Let such a spirit as'‘that be once || 
diffused among the Representatives of nearly half | 
the Union, and your Government is as effectually | 
paralyzed and defeated of its object as though this | 

nion were, in terms dissolved. 

Ihave heard other remedies, other réliances, I | 

rivate conversa- 
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will not say what, alluded to in 
tion, for the preservation of the Union—alluded to, I 
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under a common banner; nor bya world-wild fame: 
nor by all these united, if, - any act or scheme 
of policy deliberately planned, 


ent sections of the Unton should be wantonly and 
flagrantly violated. 

es President, I purpose at this time to say no 
more upon this subject. I beg pardon of the Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. Rusk} for having trespassed 
so long upon his courtesy, and of the Senate for 
having taxed their patience. I propose that these 
resolutions be laid upon the table, and that they 
be printed. Whether I shall move the further 
consideration of them at any future time will not 
depend upon me so much as upon the favor with 
— the Senate may be daconel to regard 
them. 


The resolutions were then sent to the Secre- | 


tary’s desk, and were ordered to be printed, as 
follows: 

Whereas considerations of the highest interest to the 
whole country demand that the existing and increasing dis- 
sensions between the North and the South on the subject of 
slavery should be speedily arrested, and that the questions 
in controversy be adjusted upon some basis which shall 
tend to give present quiet, repress sectional animosities, re- 


move, as far as possible, the causes of future discord, and | 


secure the uninterrupted enjoyment of those benefits and 


advantages which the Union was intended to confer in | 


equal measure upon all its members : 


And whereas, itis manifest, under present circumstances, | 


that no adjustment can be effected of the pvints of differ 
ence unhappily existing between the northern and southern 
sections of the Union connected with the subject of slavery 


which shall secure to either section all that is contended | 


for, and that mutual concession upon questions of mere 
policy, not involving the violation of any constitutional 
right or principle, must be the basis of every project afford- 
ing any assurance of a favorable acceptance : 

And whereas the joint resolution for annexing Texas to 
the United States, approved March 1, 1845, contains the fol- 


| lowing condition and guarantee, that is to say: “* New States | 


‘ of convenient size, not axceeding four in number, in ad- 
£ dition to said State of Texas, and having sufficient popu- 


‘formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be en- 


‘titled to admission under the provisions of the Federal | 
| € Constitution; and such States as nmy be formed out of 
‘that portion of said territory lying south of 36 degress 30 || 


‘ minutes north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri 
‘ compromise line, shall be admitted into the Union with or 
¢ without slavery, as the people of each State asking ad- 
‘ mission may desire ; and in such State or States as shall 
‘ be formed out of said territory north of said Missouri com- 


‘ promise line slavery or involuntary servitude (except for | 


¢ crime) shall be prohibited :”? Therefore— 


1. Resolved, That the obligation to comply with the con- 
dition and guarantee above recited in gond faith be distinctly | 
recognised, and that in part compliance with the same, as | 


soon as the people of Texas shall, by an act of their Legis- 
lature, signify their assent by restricting the limits thereof 
within the territory lying east of the Trinity and south of 
the Red river, and when the people of the residue of the 
territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 34th degree 
of north latitude and west of the Trinity, shall, with the as- 
sent of Texas, adopt a constitution republican in form, they 


be admitted into the Union upon an equal footing in all re- | 


spects with the original States. 

2. Resolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the United 
States will accept a cession of all the unappropriated domain 
in all the territory claimed by Texas lying west of the Col- 
orado, and extending north of the 42d parallel of north 
latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding ———— 


millions of dollars, to be applied in the first place to the ex- | 


tinguishment of any portion of the existing publie debt of 


Texas, for the discharge of which the United States are | 
under any obligations, implied or otherwise, and the re- | 


mainder as Texas shall require. 

3. Resolved, That when the population of that portion of 
the territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 34th par- 
allel of north latitude and west of the Colorado, shall be 
equal to the ratio of representation in Congress, under the 
last preceding apportionment, according to the provisions of 


the constitution; and the people of such territory shall, | 


with the assent of the new State contemplated in the pre- 
ceding resolution, have adopted a State constitution, repub- 
lican in form, they be admitted into the Union as a State 
upon an equal footing with the original States, 

4. Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas, 
lying north of 
may be ceded to the United States by Texas, he incorporated 


with the territory of New Mexico, except such part thereof | 


as lies east of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th parallel 
of north latitude, and that the territory so composed forma 


State, to be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants | 
thereof shall adopt a constitution, republican in form, with | 


the consent of Congress; but in the meantime, and until 
Congress shall give such consent, provision be made for the 
government of the inhabitants of said Territory, suitable to 
their condition, but without any restriction as to slavery. 


5. Resolved, That all the territory ceded to the United | 


a 


any great principle | 
of common and equal justice as between the differ- |, 


ane 


the 3th parallel of north latitude, and which © | 
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tutions by the inhabitants of the Territories of the United 
States he regulated by law, and that no such constitution 
be hereafter formed or adopted by the inhabitants of any 
territory belonging to the United States withoet the con- 
sent and authority of Congress. 

8. Resolved, That the inhabitants of any territory of the 
United States, when they shall be authorized by 
to form a State constitution, shall haye the sole and exciu- 
sive power to regulate and adjust all questions of internal 
State policy, of whatever nathre they may be, controtled 
only by the restrictions expressly imposed the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

9. Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to report a bill in conformity with the spirit and 
principles of the foregoing resolutions. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr: HAMLIN. With the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] I move that the 








Senate proceed to the consideration of the Presi- 
| dent’s message on the subject of California. 


Ido 
it only for the purpose of assigning a day for its 


|| consideration. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have a sug- 


gestion to offer, which I might as well make now 


as at any other time. I rise, on the part of my 
colleague, to make a request of the Senate, that he 


| shall be allowed an opportunity, at one o’clock on 


Monday next, to present his views to the Senate 


| on the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, 
| [Mr. Cray,] which I believe were made the special 


order for to-day. He has been affected for some 
time by the cold weather of the season, and within 
the last few days has greatly recovered, though, 
in the estimation of his friends, it has not been 
thought advisable that he should attempt to deliver 
his views in the Senate, and he has therefore re- 
quested me to ask the Senate to allow him—he of 
course being present—the privilege of having hia 
remarks read by some friend at that hour. With 
these remarks 

Mr. DICKINSON. No motion is required; the 





; ne sti ch. 
‘lation, may hereafter, by the consent of said State, be || mere request is enough 


Mr. BUTLER. Very well, I am satisfied if 


such shall be considered the general understanding 
of the Senate. 


Mr. CLAY. I rise to express my hearty con- 
currence in the suggestion, and | hope that, with- 


out its being necessary to make an entry of the 


fact on the journals, it will be unanimously consid- 
ered that the request of the eminent and distin- 
guished Senator, whose absence from the Senate is 
cause of the most unfeigned regret, is at once ac- 
corded. Itrequires no entry on the journals. 

Mr. KING. [I trust the simple suggestion will 
be considered as sufficient, and that no formal mo- 
tion will be required to go on the journal. There 
can be no doubt the Senate will hear with great 
pleasure the views of the distinguished Senator, 
whether read by his colleague or delivered by him- 
self. I hope the Senator will have the power to 
be present himself ; but if not, then | am willing, 
as 1s no doubt the Senate, that some friend shall 
read his views for him, even if he is not present. 

Mr. CLAY. Undoubtedly. 

The motion of Mr. Hamu to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the President’s message on 
the subject of California until Tuesday next was 
then agreed to. 

THE COMPROMISE. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


, of the compromise resolutions of the Senator from 
| Kentucky, (Mr. Cray.) 


Mr. WALKER. Before the Senator from 
Texas takes the floor, I wish, as [ understand it is 
his intention to speak to the resolutions generally, 
to offer an amendment to the second resolution of 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to yield the 
floor for that purpose merely. [His speech will 


|| be found in the Appendix. ] 


Mr. WALKER. I have no disposition to oc- 
cupy it, except to offer an amendment to the 
second resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 
to which I will call his attention. I propose to 
amend the second resolution by inserting the 
words * but has been abolished and prohibited to- 


think, upon no great consideration. But, sir, this || States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying west of said 


; || ‘Territory of New Mexico and east of the contemplated new || 
nion can never be preserved by enforced obser- || state of California, for the present continue one Territory, 


vance of its obligations. Your army and nav l and for which some form of government suitable to the con- | 
- = competent to it under circumstances of peril | dition at the inhabitants be provided without any restriction 
ike the present. No, sir, this Union cannot be || #81 slavery. : 

ene - || 6. Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the 
preserved by all the sacred associations or tradi- ! people of the western portion of Culifornia, and presented 
tionary references derived from its early history; | to Congress by the President on the 13th day of February, | 
hor by a regard to obligations contracted in the | 1850, be accepted, and that they be admitted into the Union | 
most solemn and imposing forms, and attested by 


as a State upon an equal footing in all respects with the 
most venerated names; nor by glory won | 


ether with the slave trade,” after the word “ law,”’ 
in the first line; by striking out the word ‘*is,’’ 
‘hand inserting ‘‘can,”’ in the same line; by striki 
out the words “‘ likely to’’ in the first and seco 

line, and by inserting after the word ‘* Mexico,” 
| in the third line, the words ‘ without positive en- 

actments;’’ so that, thus amended, the resolution 
| will read as follows : . 


“Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, but has 
been abolished and prohibited, together with the slave trade, 
and cannot (is not likely to) be introduced into any of the 


original States. 
7. Resolved, That in future the formation of State consti- I) 
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Mexico without positive enactments, it is inexpedient for 
Congress to provide by law either for its introduction into, 
or exclusion from, any part of the said territory,” &c. 

Mr. RUSK then resumed, and concluded the 
speech which he commenced yesterday. 

Mr. WALKER. I propose that the amend- 
ment which I submitted this morning be printed, 
and 1 will then move to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolutions until to-morrow. 


Mr. HALE. 


ure, but | want to correct a statement made by 
him in regard to a matter of history. The Senator 
spoke of a certain hobby. I suppose he alluded 
to the Wilmot proviso, upon which, he said indi- 
viduals had ridden into Congress. I will inform 
the Senator, so far as so humble an individual as 
myself is concerned, that I was elected to Con- 
gress some twelve months before the introduction 
of that proviso. The Senator will perceive, there- 
fore, that I, at least, have not ridden into Con- 
gress upon that * hobby.” 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator mistakes 
me if he supposes that [ said he rode into Congress 
upon the Wilmot proviso. 1 said it was a Sone: 
torial hobby. Lam willing to give the Senator 
from New Hampshire credit for coming in on foot, 
and I hope he will keep on foot. [Laughter.]} 

The motion to print and to postpone was agreed 


to. 

Mr. BADGER suggested that it would be ne- 
cessary to have an Executive session to-morrow, 
and he hoped the Senate would meet to-morrow 
with the understanding that there should be an 
Executive session. 


Mr. BORLAND remarked that, on the part of | 


the Military Committee, he joined with the hon- 
orable Sena‘or from North Carolina in the hope 
that to-morrow would be devoted to Executive 
business. 

On motion the Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. Fraivay, March 1, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked that 
the House would proceed to disposg of the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER said unanimous consent would 
be required. 


Mr. WALLACE called for the regular order of | 


business. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would limit his re- 
quest to Senate bills on the Speaker’s table. A few 
minutes only would be required to take up and re- 
fer them to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. WALLACE insisted on the regular order 
of business. f 

So the motion of Mr. THompson was not enter- 
tained. 

AMERICAN HEMP. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order during the morning hour to be the joint re- 
solution heretofore reported from the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, and the amend ment thereto, in 


relation to the purchase of water-rotted hemp for 
the use of the Navy, of the United States; the 
question immediately pending being on the mo- 
tion to refer the bill and amendment to the Com: 
mittee of the: Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOWLIN was entitled to the floor, (in 
continuation of his remarks of yesterday,) which 
he now concluded, as follows: 

Mr. BOW LIN said, that at the time of the in- 
terruption, to change the order of business yes- 
terday, he was endeavoring to get back to the 
original question before the House involved under 
this resolution. He was not responsible for the 
departures, as he had only followed gentlemen op- 
posed to the resolution, who had thought proper 
to introduce extraneous matter—associated with a 
pretence of individual right—to embarrass the 
action of the House upon the question before 
them. But, whatever had been the course of the 
debate heretofore, he intended now to confine him- 
self, in what he had to say, strictly to the subject 
of committal, and its effect upon the object sought 
to be obtained. 

Yo commit this resolution, sir, would be to de- 
stroy it as to all the purposes for which it was 
Gesigued by its friends. If it was to be of any 


territory acquired by the United States from the Republic of 


| 


I want to ask the attention of the || 
honorable Senator from Texas for one moment. | 
I listened to his remarks with a great deal of pleas- || 





use or benefit to the hemp growers of this coun- 
|| try, it should be passed immediately, or the time 
| would have gone by when the farmers might be 
|| induced to prepare the year’s crop for the market. 
The quality of the hemp, he said, was not so 
| 
| 
} 


| much determined by the growth of the staple as 
by the manner of preparing it, and now was the 
‘| time when the preparation was going on for the 
| market of the last year’s crop. If this encourage- 
| ment was not held out to the farmers, they would 
| not prepare it for the navy; for they would not 
| ineur the expense and trouble of water-rotting the 
| article, when, under the present system, they can 
| only command a dew-rotted price. 
| Within the next four months the hemp would 
| be prepared and marketed; a period within which 
this resolution would never be heard of if commit- 
ted at all. And if committed to await the action 


| applicants for contracts and the Navy Department, 
he hazarded but little in the prediction that it 
would never be reached; so that to commit it was 
to destroy it, as far as this year’s operations were 
concerned, and he wished the vote to be regarded 


market to the producers or close it for the benefit 
of monopolists. Whether they intended that the 
department should take it in such quantities as 
| the farmers prepared for the market, or force them 
| to give out the whole contract to one ora few men, 
who neither sowed nor reaped yet flourished on the 
profits. 

| Mr. B. said it was utterly ridiculous to tell him 
|| that this resolution had anything to do with the 
| contest abont the Billmgs bid for the contract; 
and the gentlemen cut the throat of their own argu- 
ment when they told them that they only designed 
| to force the contract to the extent of three hundred 
tons—only one-half the amount of the annual con- 
| sumption. Then why not let the producers have 
| the benefit of the resolution for an open market 
| and free trade for the balance of the amount con- 
| sumed? The Secretary could take no more in 








| 





ing the iron rule of the committee to force him to 
| gontract with specific individuals. 
If it be true, he said, that they only design to 
| force the department to take one half from one 
| person, why the objection to this resolution for 
| the balance—in favor of an open market for those 
| who produced the article from the soil by their 
| own labor? He vould not regard this argument 
as offered in sincerity, as the resolutions bore no 
| relation to the subject with which they were at- 
tempted to be connected. It Was simply an in- 
genious method of getting them into bad company, 
| in order that they might be killed for being found 
| there. It was a kind of flank movement, to arrest 
the progress of an open market and free-trade sys- 
tem without openly supporting a monstrous system 
| of monopoly, at the expense of the hemp grower. 
| Although the projectors of this scheme of making 
| the Government give a monopoly of the hemp 
| market, to favorite pets, at the expense of the pro- 
| ducers, might not have to face a hemp-growing 
| constituency, yet it would be right awkward to 
_ face any constituency with a perfectly open hand. 
Hence they heard so much about the law, and 
| the rights of contractors,—or rather seekers of con- 
| tracts, upon aresolution, the whole spirit of which 
was to make the Secretary of the Navy purchase 
| in open market, from the farmer, the remnant he 
might want after satisfying all legitimate demands 
to a monopoly in the trade. 

The friends of this resolution had no objections 
to the Secretary satisfying all legal obligations 
upon him, even to the extent of supporting for a 
| time a perfect monopoly; but they did not intend, 
|| if they could help it, that he should go any fur- 
| ther. ak intended him to stop there—precisely 
|| where his legal obligations stopped; and in the 
| future to interpose no intermediate contractor, 
| whose profits were nearly equal to the amount of 

his outlay in purchases, and thus make the Secre- 
tary, in open market, under free competition, pay 
| the farmer directly for his produce, to the extent 
| of the demands of the service. This was all they 
wanted, and he was free to say, that the resolu- 
tion did look to the period when this system of 
| mono ly would be broken up, and the producer 











| would reap the full profit of his labor, but not 
until all legal obligations were satisfied—if any such 
existed—so that these pretended sticklers for egal 


obligations need have no alerms. ‘This legal right 
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| of the House upon the controverted points between || 





| that did not line the pockets. 





March 1, 


to monopolize the hemp trade of th oe 
House would look into ast it en the 
sideration. 
| 








. f ” 
At present it was not before dents, - 


any other light than as it was dyagged i 
debate, to produce confusion over a aoe 
and simple proposition to make the Secretary b . 
in open market under a free competition. ~ 

One word now, he said, as to the Proposition ; 
increase the test from forty-two to forty-four 
hundred pounds, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Maine,'(Mr. Gerrv.}| it was certainly 


_ very flattering to the pride of our farmers to j¢i) 
| them they could beat the world in the production 


of this staple; yet it was that kind of compliment 
And when the gen- 
| tleman supposed that flattery would sugar the 
| pill, and render the dose palatable, he could only 
tell him that he had made a most egregious mis. 
take. Why raise the test? Who demanded ,:3 


| What was the object? He thought he could teij 
| them. 
|| rot their hemp, and prepare it for the navy, to je 


To encourage hemp-growers to water. 


| purchased in such quantities as they might pro. 


| duce, was yet, to some extent, an experiment, 
as a test whether the House intended to open the || 


And to put them to an extreme test—beyond the 
requirements of their own navy—or the navies 
of the civilized world—might serve to defeat tie 
effort, and throw the navy back to the old sys. 
tem of monopoly. That was the only inference 
he could draw from the proposition. 

Mr. B. again asked who demanded this change 
in the test?) Not the navy. He had himself 
called upon the Secretary to know if this increase 
of test was demanded by the department, or was 
| necessary, and that officer had frankly told him 
| that 1% was neither demanded nor necessary, 
| That the present test was abundantly sufficient, 
| that it had proved so in other navies, as well as in 
our own, and that there was no kind of ne. 
cessity for it. They neither asked it, nor wanted 
| it. ho did want it, then, heasked? Hethought 
| he could tell. It was the monopolists who wanted 


|| it; and the monopolists alone, to break down the 
open market than the surplus needed, after obey- | 


producer. They had had the monopoly in the 


|| foreign trade, and finding the spirit of the age 


| was to use our own staple, they wanted to lay 
their grappling irons upon it, and drive the farmer 
| out of the contest. . ie 

There was another curious fact about this mat- 
| ter, to which he desired to invite the attention of 
| the House; and that was, the locality of the gen- 
| tlemen who were so very anxious to take the 
| interest of the western hemp grower under their 
‘especial care and keeping. And first, sir, of the 
| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Stanron,] he is 
| from the cotton region; and if he had made an 
argument to subsidize the cotton planter and ¢ot- 
ton interest, to keep-up a monopoly upon the arti- 
| cle in the hands of one man, he should have 
listened to him with much more profound atten- 
tion—supposing he was speaking for his constit- 
| uents, and advocating their wishes. The genile- 
' man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Strone,} from the 
| iron and coal State, asks protection to the labor 
of his people, whilst he would deny the western 
| farmer an open market and fair competition upon 
the products of his labor. He would give the 
market to one man, and let him take care of the 
hemp growing interest. This was consistency. 
The hemp grower asked no protection; he only 
asked a free market against the world; and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania cannot even 
allow them this, unless he yields the profit of 
/his labor to an intermediate contractor. And 





land of fishing bounties and drawbacks—where 
| to support their labor they must needs tax 
his (Mr. B.’s) constituents,—could not think of 
letting the Western farmer have an open market 


- gentleman from Maine (Mr. Gerry}—the . 


and free trade upon the products of his own labor; 
but must needs devote him to the spirit of monop- 
ol . : 

Bir, (said Mr. B.,) was it nota little curious, what 
anxiety these gentlemen showed to take care of 
the interest of the hemp growers? It might be 
true, sir, that they did not study their interests 
quite as closely, vem eu as the constituents of the 
gentlemen from Maine and Pennsylvania, but any 
school boy amongst them could figure out the sum 
of their loss, when you monopolized the market 
for their produce, and give to the speculator nearly 
double what he in- his generosity gave to them. 
They could figure out that sum pretty clearly—*s 
they would demonstrate after the census of 1850. 
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our schemes of a five years’ monopoly 
he ole naval market for hemp—they would 
vf short duration. If the West couki not be 
alone in her great staple, she might, in turn, 
direct her attention to drawbacks and fishing boun- 





MARSHALL rose to offer some remarks, 
elded the floor for an explanation, 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, rose and said, 
| desire (0 8a, with the ission of my col- 
iqzue, (Mr. MARSHALL, | before he proceeds, that 
| hold in my hand the report of the Secretary 
tthe Navy, furnished this House some time 
since upon this subject; and that report shows 
at of the eighty-eight tests of the strength of 
American water-rotted hemp made at Charles- 
own, although many went above the present 
wandard, but nine came up to the increased stand- 
ard proposed by the amendment of the gentleman 
; aine. 
fon A RSHALL then addressed the House 
in remarks of very considerable length, (the pub- 
ication of which is necessarily deferred for the 
Appendix.) tay ah ft . 

Mr. INGE rose to inquire of the Speaker what 
would be the effect of the previoussquestion ? 

The SPEAKER explained what the effect would 
be, but subsequently modified the statement as 
hereafter mentioned. Fin 

Mr. INGE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked Mr. I. 
to waive the motion to enable him (Mr. 5S.) to say 
afew words. 

Mr. BOCOCK made a similar request, with a 
view of the admission of certain amendments. 

Mr. INGE adhered to his motion. 

Some conversation followed on points of 
order, in which Messrs. THOMPSON of Mis- 
sissippi, MARSHALL, INGE, BOWLIN, and 
the SPEAKER participated. 

The SPEAKER then stated that the effect of 
the previous question would be as follows: where 
anamendment has been reported from a commit- 
tee, (a8 in the present case,) and a motion to com- 
mit is pending, the effect of the previous question 
would be, first, to bring the House to a vote upon 
the amendment reported by the committee, and 
then upon the motion to refer. The effect, there- 
fore, of the previous question in the present case 
will be to bring the House to a vote on the amend- 
ment offered, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, by the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. Gerry;] and afterwards, whether 
the amendment is agreed to or not, on the motion 
to commit. If the motion to refer should fail, 
then the question will be on ordering the joint res- 
olution to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The question was then taken, ‘* Will the House 
second the demand for the previous question?”’ 
and was decided in the negative without a division. 

So there was no second. 

The question then again recurring on the mo- 
tion to commit the bill and amendment to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, that much 
of what had been said by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Marsfatt,] as well as by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bowx1n,} must have 
been addressed, as he should show the House, to 
that very respectable auditory usually known as 
Buncombe. A great deal had been said about a 
monopoly in this matter. He proceeded to show 
that the charge was unfounded, and to argue that 
the contract system was the best system by which 
the Government could obtain hemp of the requisite 

quality. If if were bought in open market, in 
amall quantities from the farmers, it would not be 
of the quality required. He referred to the fact 
stated by the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. 
Stawron,} that out of fifty six parcels furnished, 
only nine answered the increased test proposed, 
and stated that of fourteen parcels furnished by 
Mr. Billings, some run up as high as 5,400 
pounds, while all were above the test required by 
theGovernment. The reason of this he explained 
to be, that Billings prepared his hemp by a new 
and peculiar process, which enabled him to furnish 
€mp superior to most American hemp not only, 
but to all the foreign hemp heretofore purchased b 
the Government. Farmers furnishing it in I 
parcels could not prepare it by this new process 
as ny: and so as to answer as high a test. 

Mr. MOREHEAD inquired of Mr. Stawron 
the reason why, if the hemp furnished by Mr. | 


ves. 
Mr. 
wut y! 


















| 
| 


Billings were so superior to all other hemp, he 
was afraid to meet the producers in fair compe- 
tition in the open market? 

Mr. STANTON said the question was very 
easily answered. Mr. Billings had already come 
in competition, in the fairest possible mode, with 
all the world. The bids for the contract were not 
limited to any amount; under the advertisement 
they could be made for ten, twenty, fifty, or any 
number of tons, up to six hundred. Mr. Bil- 
lings had bid for the whole amount, and at the 
lowest price, and had thus been placed in compe- 
tition with the whole world. 

This resolution, if passed, he contended, would 
not benefit the constituents of the gentleman from 
Kentucky or of the gentleman from Missouri. This 
system had been tried, and found inefficient. The 
true reason why American hemp -had not been 
used in the navy was, because the American farm- 
ers had not understood the mode of properly 
preparing water-rotted hemp. The inducement of 
a large contract was necessary to bring individuals 
to embark in the business, and prepare the hemp 
on scientific principles, so as to bear the test re- 
quired. 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. McCiernanp, | 

Mr. STANTON said that $241 was the average | 
price which had been paid for the last five years 
for foreign hemp. What the material was worth 
in its raw state he did not know. But that was 
an inquiry of no importance whatever. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired if the gentleman | 
knew the price which the farmer received for the | 
water-rotted hemp ? 

Mr. STANTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. MARSHALL said §225; while under the 
contract system the Government had to pay about 

40. 

Mr. STANTON said: No, the average paid 
by the Government to this contractor was but 
$217 97. 

He proceeded to say that experience showed, 
if the Secretary were turned into open market, 
the experiment of purchasing from the farmers in 
small quantities would prove unsuccessful, as it 
had heretofore proved, and then he would go to 
Boston and buy the foreign article, or enter into 
some other contract similar to this. 

In reference to raising the standard from 4,200 
to 4,400 pounds he was not particular; it was a 
suggestion of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Gerry,] not of his. But it was well known that 
very frequently the safety of a ship depended upon 
the strength of asingle rope. It was, therefore, 
of the utmost importance that the hemp furnished 
the navy bear as high a test as possible. He ex- 
pressed surprise at the gentleman from Kentucky 
arguing against raising the test. The height of 
the test which hemp would bear did not depend, 
as some gentlemen seemed to think, upon the lo- 
cality in which it grew, or upon the character of 
the land, but upon the mode of preparing it—-upon 
the process by which it was brought into the 
state to be twisted into ropes. Now the peculiar 

rocess adopted by this contractor showed, what 
he would like to state to the House, that western 
hemp might be brought up nearly to 6,000 pounds 
upon a rope one and three-fourths inches in cir- 
cumference. He thought, therefore, that gentle- 
men should not object to raising it fron 4,200 to 
4,400 pounds. His object in advocating it was to 
favor the American hemp, believing that it would 
bear the increased standard, while the foreign 
article generally would not. 

In regard to Mr. Billings’s contract, he (Mr. S.) 
felt very little interest whether it was adopted and 
enforced by the House or not. His application 
having been referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and they required to report upon it, had 
reported favorably; believing Mr. Billings, under 
the advertisement of the Secretary of the Nav y, to 
have been the lowest bidder, and therefore entitled 
to the contract. He was perfectly well satisfied that 
whether the House gave the contract to Mr. Bil- | 
lings or not, somebody would get it, and perhaps 
it would be then Tod & Crittenden, (a son of John | 
J. Crittenden.) whose bid had come within $1 58 | 
of Mr. Billings’s—upon which the Attorney Gen- | 
eral had entered into a minute calculation, or rather | 
a guess, that if the interest were added to the price 
stated by Billings, it would make it higher than | 
the bid of Mr. Critteaden. But he (the Attorney | 
General) was mistaken: for when the interest was 
added to Billings’s bid it was still lower than Crit- | 
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tenden’s. The great objection on the part of gentle- 
men—without intending to bring any charges 
against them—seemed to be that Billings’a bid was 
lower than that of Crittenden. 
r. GREEN said that his constituents were 
ps as largely interested in the production of 

emp as the cdnstituents of an 
this floor. But the object of the Government had 
been, and he believed was, to get that material 
in sufficient quantity to supply the use of the 
navy, and in so doing, to grant what incidental 
benefit they could to the farmer. From the best 
examination which had been made in regard to 
hemp, it had been proved, beyond the possibility 
of doubt, that American hemp, Kentucky hemp, 
Missouri hemp, Illinois hemp, might be, could 
be, had been so manufactured as to stand a test 
even superior to the Russia imported hemp; 
surpassing it in durability, surpassing it in 
strength, and in all useful purposes for which it 
was demanded inthe Navy Department. The ques- 
tion now came up for consideration in this form. 
We knew we must pay—according to the average 
prices for the last five years—g241 perton. We 
now paid this amount to foreigners or to importing 
merchants who speculated upon foreigners and 
upon the Government for an article which, upon 
an inch and three-quarter rope, weighed 1,200 
pounds. The question now was, whether we 
should continue to pay this price for the foreign 
article of this quality, or’pay the same price to 
the Kentuckian, the Missourian, the Ilinoisian, 
or, in more general terms, to the American, for 
hemp which, upon the same sized rope, would 
stand the test of 4,400 pounds. This resolution 
presented this question 

Mr. CROWELL interposed, and inquired if 
the morning hour had not expired ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. GREEN yielded the floor; and 

The resolution went over until to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. CROWELL moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS rose and said that this was one 
of the days devoted by the rules of this House to 
the consideration of private business. A consid- 
erable portion of the session had passed_away, 
and not one day had yet been given to billsof that 
character. With a view to take up the private 
calendar, he moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said that, on private bill day, 
the motion first in order would be the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr Tuomas.] If 
that should be rejected, the question would then 
be on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 

Mr. Crowext,] that the House resolve itself into 
ommittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

And the question having been taken on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Tuomas, and, by ayes 78, noes 49, 
decided in the affirmative— 

Tine House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. McCrernanp in the Chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of bills on the pri- 
vate calendar, under the restrictions contained in 
the following rule, (numbered 30:) 

** On the first and fourth Friday of each month, the cal- 
endar of private bills shall be called over, (the chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole House commencing the call 
where he left off the previous day,) and the bills, to the 
passage of which no objection shal) then be made, shall be 
first Considered and disposed of.” 

The following bills, to which no objection was 
made, were ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House, viz: 

- A bill for the relief of William B. Crews; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Abrenfeldt and 
John F. H. Voght; 

A bill for the relief of William Paddy; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Walker; 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Sutton; 

A bill for the relief of E. Pavenstadt and F. A. 
Schumacher; 

A bill for the relief of Fergason and Milhardo; 

A bill for the relief of Richard H. Barrett; 

A bill granting a pension ‘to Avery Downer; 

A bill for the relief of Captain Henry F. Evans; 

A bill for the relief of George Cassady ; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; and 

A bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings. 
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A bill for the relief of Joshua Follansbee and |! 
B. F. Isherwood, and for other purposes. | 

(Mr. Hawt objected. The bill, he said, par- | 
took of the character of a public bill. 

Mr. Tromas moved that the bill be laid asi 
to be reported back to the House, with ar 
mendation that it be committed_to the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The || 
motion prevailed.]} || 

A bill for the relief of John Glenn, administra- 
er Robert Barry, deceased, and Washington 

all. \| 

(Mr. THomas said since this bill had been re- |, 
ported from the Committee on Claims, additional 
evidence had been laid before that committee. To 
give the bill the advantage of the new proof, he 
moved that it be laid aside, to be reported back to 
the House, with a recommendation that it be re- | 











committed to the Committee of Claims. Agreed 
[On motion by Mr. Bowuin, the bill was so 


| 

to. 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Dewey. | 
| 


amended as to make the pension commence from 
and after the 4th March, 1849, instead of 1840. | 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. ] 

The following bills were then taken up for con- | 
sideration, but being objected to as indicated be- 
low, were laid aside under the rule, for future | 
consideration, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Jett, deceased. [Objected to by Mr. 
Tuompson of Mississippi. } 

A bill for the relief Hiram Moore and John 
Hascall. (Objected to by Mr. Carrer and Mr. 
Tuomas. ] 

A bill to refand the fine imposed on the Jate Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, deceased, under the sedition | 
law, to his legal representatives. [Objected to by 
Mr. Evans of Maryland. He subsequently de- 
sired to withdraw his objection; but it was ruled 
out of order, on a point interposed by Mr. Roor.] 

A bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia. [Objected to by Mr. Dunnam. ] 

A bill for the relief of John Dickson, surviving 
sartner of Lambert and Dickson. [Objected to by 

Ar. Canrer.] 

4 bill for the relief of S. T. Nicoll and James 
Clinch, of the city of New York. [Objected to by 
Mr. Tuomas. ] 

A bill for the relief of Brown and Tarbox. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Brown of Indiana.] 

A bill for the-relief of James S. Graham and 
Walter H. Finnall. [Objected to by Mr. Har 
and Mr. Brown of Indiana. ] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. Thomas || 
Sumpter, late of South Carolina. 

[Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the bill by | 
striking out the interest; and the question not 
being agreed to, Mr. B. objected to the further | 
consideration of the bill.] 

A hill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John H. Stone. [Objected to by Mr. Carrer. ] 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Willis Reddick, deceased. [Objected to by Mr. || 
Tuomas.] 

A bill for the relief of John G. Wilkinson. || 
[Objected to by Mr. Crowe.) I] 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley. || 
[Objected to by Mr. Canter and Mr. Brown of | 
Indiana. ] 

On motion the Committee then rose, and its | 
Cheirman reported to the House the bills which | 
received the favorable action of the Committee. 
Then, 

On motion, it was agreed, ona vote by yeas and 
rays, of 89 in the affirmative and 64 in the nega- 
tive, that when the House adjourns, it be till Mon- 
day next. 

The House then adjourned till Monday next, at 
twelve o’clock. 


| 











NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. TUCK gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or 
eome other day, introduce a bill to regulate the pay of cer- || 
tain collectors, naval officers, and’ surveyors, of the cus- 
toms. | 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice of his intention to introduce the | 
following bill— 


“A bill granting the right of way through the public lands || 


in the State of Iilinois, to the “ Mississippi and Atlantic | 
Railroad Company,” and for other purposes.” 





PETITIONS, &e. | 
i 


The following memorials, petitions,’&c., were 
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presented under the rule and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petition of James Taylor 


| and 107 other citizens of Albany, New York, praying Con- 


gress to reduce the rate of postage. 
Also, the petition of William Clark and 48 other citizens 


|| of Fort Plain, Montgomery county, New York, for cheap 


postage. 
Also, the petition of the officers of the Otsego County 
Agricultural Society, for the reduction of the rate of postage. 


| Also, the petition of T. K. Terry and 27 other citizens of | 
| Coeymans, Albany county, New York, for cheap postage. 


Also, the petition of W. E. Dixon and others, citizens of 


Esperance, Schoharie county, New York, for cheap postage. | 


Also, the petition of the teachers and students of the 


| Renselaerville Academy, New York, establishing the rate 


of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Schureman Hal- 
stead and others, citizens of New York and Brooklyn, in 
faver of reducing postage for prepaid letters to two cents 
per half ounce. 

By Mr. BAY: A memorial of officers of the war with 
Mexico, asking bounty land. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Wm. H. Myers & 
Co., and 58 other citizens of the county of Clinton, New 
York, asking for greater protection on iron imported into the 
United States. 

Also, the petition of Wm. H. Myers, and 26 others, citi- 
zens of Clinton county, New York, asking Congress to 
make the duty on iron specific. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of John F. Gray, and 40 
others, citizens of New York, praying Congress to establish 
the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce. 


By Mr. AVERETT: The petition of Fady Tuck, with ac- 


| companying papers. Also, the petition of Archelaus Stoval. 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of S. B. Morley, and 122 


others, electors of West Hartford, Connecticut, asking for the | 


abolition of the franking privilege and a uniform rate of 
postage at two cents per half ounce. 

Ry Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of Henry F. Tracy and 
others, citizens of Jackson county, Iowa, praying the estab- 
lishment of a mail-route from Bellevue, Jackson county, 


| lowa, via Andrews, Canton, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, Ana- 
| mosa, to Independence, the county seat of Buchanan coun- 
| ty, Towa. 


Also, the petition o* sundry citizens of Iowa city, praying 
the establishment of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 45 
citizens of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for the redue- 
tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid letters. 

Also, a petition of like import from 24 citizens of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Also, a petition of like import from 17 members of the 
bar of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, 


Also, a petition of like import from six clergymen of the | 


same county. 

Also, four petitions from citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
for the establishment of a post-route from the borough of 
Tunckhannock, in Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, to Car- 
bondale, Luzerne céunty, via the T'unckbannock and East 
Branch creeks. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The remonstrance of 


| Stephen Driver, jr., and 32 others, of Salem; of Sylvanus 
| D. Shattuck and 132 others, of Danvers; of C. Robinson 


and 101 others, of Lypn; of William F. Haskell and 21 


| others, of Marblehead, against any special act making more 
| valuable to Thomas Blanchard his patent self-directing ma- 


chine. 

Also, the remonstrance of Henry F. Lee and 63 others, 
citizens of Manchester, against the renewal of Woog- 
worth’s patent planing-machine, 

Also, the petition of Moses H. Wilder and 32 others, of 
Salem, and of many others, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. Ht'NTER: The petition of John Cope and 116 


| others, citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, praying that the 


public lands may be free from traffic, and that the same 
may be given in small lots to actual settlers who have no 
other lands. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Joseph G. Cole and 16 
others, citizens of the town of Paris. 

Also, the petition of Jason V. Langdon and others, 


| citizens of the town of Kennebunk. 
Also, the petition of 8. 8. Fairfield, and a large number | 
of others, citizens of the town of Biddeford, all from the | 


State af Maine, and praying for the reduction of the present 
rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Smith, of Waterboro’. 

Also, the petition of John Pearl, of Paster, in the State 
of Maine, praying for arrearages for pension, 


Also, the petition of Patience Eldan, widow of the late | 


Silas C. Eldan, of the State of Maine, praying fora pension. 
Also, the petition of Thomas R. Abrahams and mapy 
others, asking permission to build a bridge from Seavey’s 


| Island, near the Navy Yard at Kittery, in the State of Maine, | 
| to a landing on the border of said yard. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Collin An- 
drews for a pension. 


| Also, the petition of citizens of Sodus, Wayne county, 
| New York, for two cent postage. 
Bv Mr. FULLER: The remonstrance of James 8S. Hall | 


and 70 others, shoe dealers and shoemakers, of the county 
of Washington, against granting to Thomas Blanchard any 
special act either directly or indirectly rendering his patent 
more valuable. - 

Also, the remonstrance of David W. Campbell and 30 
others, citizens of Washington county, Maine, against any 
further legislation by Congress to protect William Wood- 
worth’s patent planing- machine. 

Also, the petition of Robert Ramsey, of Charlotte, county 
of Washington, and State of Maine, with the accompany- 
ing papers, for increase of pension. 

By Mr. REED: The memorial of Major Logan and others, 
officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, praying bounty land. 

By Mr, HALLOWAY: The petition of M. J. Myers, 
President of the Merchants’ Bank of Poughkeepsie, and 7 
directors of the same, praying that postage on prepaid letter 
be reduced to two cents per half ounce. > 


M 


arch ], 
| Mr, YOUNG presented the memorial of Wm, 
il 





and 71 others, delegates to a convention he 7 

the State of Mlinois, asking the right Of way thew andala, in 
|| lie lands in said State, to the “ Mississippi and Mena Pub. 
|| road Company,” to construct a railroad through the 
|| With a grant of land to aid in the construction of said Sane, 
By Mr. REED: The memorial of John Grayson ang 
| 


others, officers and solfiers of the war 5 
bounty land. sm, Praying 


On motion by Mr. MILLSON, 


The petition and papers of Major Edward 4 F; 
|| were taken from the fi 7 
Committee on Claims. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, March 1, 1850. 


Mr. WALKER presented the petition of settle 
on the lands purchased of the Menomonee Indians 
in 1848, praying the right of preénfption; whieh 
was referred to the Committee on Public Sande 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of j) 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking that the the 
route from Milwaukee be made a tri-weekly hroral 
| whith was referred to the Committee on the Pos 
| Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of the 
| Legislature of Wisconsin, asking that land may 

be granted to the officers and soldiers of the War 
of 1812; which was referred to the Committee op 
_ the Public Lands. 
|| Mr. W. further presented a memorial of the 
| Legislature of Wisconsin, asking a grant of lan 
_ for the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
|| rivers; which was referred to the Committee op 
|| the Public Lands. 
| Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Lp. 
gislature of Wisconsin, asking that measures may 
|| be taken to procure the free navigation of the 
| river St. Lawrence; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 

_ On motion by Mr. W., these several memorials 

were ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of cit. 

| izens of Livingston county, New York, in favor 

| of a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 

{ 


f the House and referred ty ut 








Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, remonstrating against the further ex. 
tension of Blanchard’s patent; which was laid on 

| the table, a bill in the case having already been 
|| reported. 

|| Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of the 
|| Wyandot nation of Indians, asking indemnity 
| for the non-fulfillment of the stipulations con- 
tained in the fifth article of the treaty of 184 
| with said Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Indian Affairs. 








| Mr. MILLER presented a joint resolution 
| passed by the Legislature of New Jersey, in 
| favor of the setting apart of a portion of territory 
| for the permanent home of the various Indian 
tribes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New Jersey, in favor of a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
remonstrance of citizens of Boston, Massachu- 
setts, against the further extension of Blanchard’s 
patent; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the petition of 
Charles Larabee, asking to be allowed arrearages 
of pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of the 
‘heirs of F. Skipwith, asking ‘indemnity for 
| French spoliations prior to. 1800; which was or 
| dered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
| Grand Rapids, Michigan, in favor of a reductot 
| of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of certait 
volunteer officers in the war with Mexico, asking 
additional remuneration in lands; which was I 
| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| 


| 
| 





|| Mr. BRIGHT presented a joint resolution by 
| the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of the sale of 
marsh lands in the counties of Jay and Adams," 
| said State, and a reduction of the price of the pub- 
| lie lands in the Great Miami National Reserve; 
|| which were referred to the Committee on the 
|| Public Lands. 
|. Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a mem 
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“of the Legislature of that State, asking the es- of this day to be the resolution heretofore intro- 
 hment of an additional district court of the || duced by Mr. Dory, instructing the Committee on 
Taited States in said State; which was referred to | Territories to report a bill providing for the admis- 


the Committee on the Judiciary. || sion of California into the Union on an equal foot- 
pAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. | ing with the originat States, with her present con- 


| stitution, boundaries, &c. 
(0a motion by Mr. BELL, Mr. DOTY rose and said : The House having, 
Ordered, That the papers of Sarah Coodey be taken from 


» ; , : on a previous day, unanimously permitted me to 

ihe files and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. introduce before the Committee of the Whole, a 
On motion by Mr. RUSKs | bill for the admission of California into the Union, 
Ordered, That William L. Cazeau have leave to wito- || containing the entire object sought by this resolu- 
daw his petition and papers, tion, and that bill being now first in order on its 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | passage, | withdraw the resolution. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- The only purpose of my resolution iz accom- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the |, plished by the bill; the measure has gained ume 
memorial of the Mayor of St. Louis, presented on || by its introduction; and there would therefore be a 










duty was laid for the special purpose of assisting 
the city of Baltimore in keeping the artificial basin 
of that port dredged and cleaned. This tonnage 
duty, since 1800, had yielded from two to five thou- 
sand dollars per annum, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to $108,945 99—to this sum the city of Bal- 
tuumore had contributed in addition, $486,300, by 
yearly »ppropriation, averaging from five to thirty 
thousand dollars per annum. 

This sum was used exclusively for the artificial 
basin of the port of Baltimore, and had no refer- 
ence whatever to the general navigation of the river 
Patapsco, or to the bills passed, from time to time, 
| by Congress, for the improvement of harbors and 
rivers, in all which bills appropriations were made 


| provement of rivers and harbors—this tonnage 





the 25th February, reported against the same; || manifest impropriety in pressing the consideration 
which was concurred in. | of the resolution upon the Fiouse, to the delay of 
Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, to || the public business. 
which was referred the motion to print the com- In its present shape the subject is open to debate, 
munication received yesterday from the Secretary || and to such amendments as gentlemen may pro- 
of the Interior relative to the proceedings of the || pose; and when the time shall come for the final 
commission to run and mark the boundary be- || vote, it will be on the admission of the State with 
tween Mexico and the United States, reported in |; her constitution and her boundaries as claimed by 
favor of the same; which was concurred in. jher. , 
BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. |= I desire also to say, that the demand which was 
Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked || made for the previous question was not for the 
wd obtained leave to introduce a bill to reduce || PUTPOSe of preventing debate, but strictly in ac- 


ie | cordance with the practice of the House, to obtain 
ndary of the military reserve at | CO" , prac ’ 
ead define the houndary of ot 4 why || the immediate consideration of the proposition. 


q ah : : ' 
the St. Peter’s river, in the Territory of Minne- || > 
sota, and to secure the rights of the actual settlers || The effect of it was, to adjourn the debate to the 


thereon; which was read a first and second time || bill itself when it should ve reported by the com- 
, 


by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- || mittee, and to which | thought the debate ought 
Y : | to be confined. 


me OWNS gore notice of a bill to anthor- || Mr. INGE rose and objected to the gentleman 


- . . : | proceeding with his remarks. 
ssue of patents for certain private land || P!° 5 : 
aro 7 P P || So the resolution was withdrawn. 


| 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. | HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


| al 

Mr. WHITCOMB submitted the following Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
resolution, which lies over under the rule: | rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 

Resolved, ‘Mhat the President of the United States be re- |; itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
quested to transmit to oe a ee _ ‘ are e the Union on the special order of the day. 
complaints, if any, preferred or exhibited against el C. . sp . T * 
Pepper, who has recently been removed from the office of . ae ee i . om eee a beer 
marshal of the district of Indiana, and to inform the Sen- || Cla Order lor this ay of a bill which has been 
aie whether he has had an opportunity of being heard || reterred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
thereon. . : of the Union. The title of the bill will be read. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- The title of the bill was read as follows: 
olution, which was considered and agreed to: “A bill to continue in force the act therein mentioned, 

relating to the port of Baltimore.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post |} 
Roadgbe instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- ‘Sa oa : “ 
tabliMfyg a semi-monthly or monthly mail between Fort _Mr. McLANE said he did not expect that the 
Swith, in the State of Arkansas, and Santa Fé, in the Ter- |, bill would occupy the attention of the committee 
ritory of New Mexico; and report by bill or otherwise. | for more than ten minutes. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- |} Mr. JONES said that before the question was 
lution, which lies over : put, he would ask the gentleman from Maryland 

Resolved, ae the cogs on Erne be Grocant to || |Mr. McLane] to waive his motion, so as to allow 
inquire into the causes of the delay in furnishing the Senate || : - 
with the President’s message and accompanying documents, || 2 gee te be made oki the rules er suspended 
and the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which have || for the purpose of making the special message of 
been ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate, and to || the President, in relation to California and the 
report tie same to the Senate. ; _ || constituuion of California, the special order of the 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted the following || day. : 
resolution, which lies over : | Lhe SPEAKER said that the subject to which 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be = | the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones] re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of all the || ¢ af, 
charges which have been preferred against John H. McKen- || ferred, was now the regular business before the 
ney, late sutier at Fort Gaines, Minnesota Territory; to- || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
gether with all the papers touching the removal of said |, and therefore first in order except where a special 
McKenney. order had been made. And a motion to go into 

Mr. FELCH submitted the foliowing resolu- || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: was always in order. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the (nterior be directed And the question having been taken was, by 


to furnish to the Senate a statement of the quantity of land | ayes 69, noes 55, decided in the affirmative. 
sold, and the amount of money received therefor, at each : 5 


of the land offices in the United States, during the last three 
years; Llogether with the expenses of each of said offices 
tan he ‘ee nae eee” ta tia anion ae er ts ae cae eee 
vat he als B sthe Ye ) NE j 
offices can he dispensed with, without detriment to the pub- Mr. McLAN E moved . that the committee take 
lic interest; and, if 80, to which of the adjoining land dis- || UP the bill which he had indicated. : 
triets the land therein remaining unsold should be attached || The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
{or purposes of sale. | tee proceeded to the consideration of the bill to 
The Senate then went into Executive session; || continue in force the act therein mentioned, rela- 
and, afier some time spent therein, the doors “ae the port of Baltimore. 
were re-opened, and the Senate adjourned to Mon- he bill having been read— 
day. Mr. McLANE said, this was an act to continue 
. Ree a Dake tutahea. | in force an act of the Siate of Maryland, laying a 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | tonnage duty of two cents per ton upon vessels en- 
Monpav, March 4, 1850. | seats pe = -< eee ee o the 
. te of Maryland had been renewed by the con- 
bn swat of Friday was read and approved. sent of Congress, from time to time, since the 
J i RALSON introduced to the House Mr. year 1800; it would now expire in June, 1850; for 
oseru W. Jackson, member elect from the first || that reason ‘the Committee on Commerce had 
Congressional District of the State of Georgia, 


: authorized him to fix an early day for the consid- 
(vice Mr. Tuomas B. Kina, resigned;) who was || eration of this bill. Mr. McL.. ms he hoped the 
qualified and took his seat. 


committee would pass the bill at once. It had 
CALIFORNIA. 


nothing whatever to do with the general measures 
The SPEAKER announced the regular business adopted by the General Government for the im- 
















the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Srrone, 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of || 


| for the general improvement of the river and har- 
| bor of Balumore. This particular and artificial ba- 
| sin was a great accommodation and convenience 
| to the commerce of the city, which could well con- 
| tribute this light tax for the facilities afforded by 
| this basin. 
| Mr. MeL. said, he would conclude with a mo- 
| tion to Jay this bill aside to be reported to the 
House, and he hoped there would be no objection 
to this motion. 
| No amendment having been proposed, the ques- 
| tion on the motion of Mr. McLane was taken and 
| decided in the affirmative. 
| Mr. VINTON suggested that the bill should be 
| laid aside, and that the committee should resume 
| the consideration of the special message of the 
| President relating to California. 

Mr. MeLANKE said, he should assent with great 
pleasure to that propositien if it were the sense of 
| the committee. His object in moving that the 
| committee rise was, that the House might, if so 
disposed, proceed with the regular drder of busi- 
ness for this day, which had been temporarily set 
aside by the special order. 

Mr. HOUSTON desired to be informed from 
what committee the bill which had just been acted 

upon had been reported. 
| Mr. MeLANE. The bill was reported from 
| the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped, he said, the committee 
would take up the California message. 

Mr. McLANE inquired of the Chair whether 
the question had been taken? 

The CHAIR answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. McLANE said, if it were the sense of the 
committee to remain in committee, he would move 
to proceed to the consideration of the bill from the 
Senate to provide for the repair and improvement 
of the dam at the head of Cumberland island in 
the Ohio River. That bill had been reported from 
| the Committee on Commerce. It was necessary 
that it should be passed upon at an early period, in 
| order that the work might go on at this season. 
| Mr. SACKETT inquired of the Chair whether 
there was not a motion pending to take up the 
| California message ? 
| The CHAIR ‘said, yes; and that was the first 
motion in order. 

Mr. PECK inquired if it was in order to move 
that the committee rise ? 

The CHAIR assented. 

Mr. PECK, remarking that this was resolution 
day, moved that the committee rise? 

Ir. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, hoped, he 
| said, that the committee would rise. This was res- 
olution day, and, no opportunity would again be 
presented for the maewlnatiog of resolutions for 
two weeks. 

Toe question was stated to be on the motion 
that the committee rise. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Waxpo and 
OGLE were appointed. . 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Peck; and, by ayes 54, noes 77, was decided 
in the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was then stated to be on the mo- 
| tion of Mr. McLane that the House proceed to 
| the consideration of the bill concerning the Cum- 
berland Dam. 

Mr. VINTON suggested that it would be ne- 
cessary in the first place, before the question cculd 
be taken on the mation of the gentleman frotn 
Maryland, [Mr. McLane,} to take a vote on lay- 
ing aside the Califorma bill. The special order 
|| of the day having been disposed of, the California 
| bill was the next business in order. 

The CHAIRMAN said he understood that the 
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‘ motion was to lay aside the California bill in order CALIFORNIA, —— Ought they notto warn us of ¢ i ; 
to take up the bill relating to the Cumberland || The motion of Mr. Vinton having been then he same causes that have made a Chur aah jgague © 
Dam. | agreed to, the committee resumed the consideration || and a Church South will, if not auvented. North guiness 
Mr. KAUFMAN suggested that the gentle- | of the special message of the President of the || Confederacy North and a Confederac aoe ae pets © 
man from Maryland [Mr. McLane] could not | United States transmitting the constitution of | like causes produce like effects, Bins d —_ eu 
take the floor from the gentleman from New York, || California, and of the bill of Mr. Dory, providing | ated the Churches—discord will separate th sn jrced 
(Mr. Sacxerr,]} (who was entitled to it on the Cali- || foc the admission of California into the Union. | Butitis not only here, in the halls of | My ae 
fornia bill,) for the purpose of moving to take up | Mr. SACKETT was entitled to the floor, and | tion, in the social circle, and in the churches’ a, pouch 
another subject. | addressed the committee during the hour. (His || difficulty exists, but even in the Wetinn of none 
Mr. PECK now rose to a point of order. He || speech will be found in the Appendix.] present Chief Magiftrate, it was an tae our hose 
submitted to the Chair whether the committee || Mr. McWILLIE then obtained the floor, and || political power, and so great was the hostility eo 
was not bound tc rise. The House had resolved || addressed the Committee as follows: | the two sections of the Union, that he had ta of snd 1 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | Mr. Cuairman: | do not rise for the purpose || supported at the North as the anti-slaver ae 
the Union for a special purpose, that was to say, || of replying to those who have preceded me in this | date, and at the South as the pro-slavery ao ay 
to take up the bill relating to the harbor of Balti- || debate, nor is it my intention to make a party || date. In other words, so great was the henson may 
more. That bill had been disposed of, and he | speech. I may not even refer to the two great | of the sections, that the people had to be deceivec dt : 
submitted that the committee must rise and re- || national parties which have heretofore divided this || that politicians might be enabled to induce =~ ened 
rt the bill to the House. | country. A question paramount to all considera- |! to act together. Sir, in consequence of this ty wot 
The CHAIR sustained the point of order. As || tions of party should now occupy our thoughts. || tility of the North and South, in the last Pies. pene 
the House had resolved itself into Committee of || The permanency of our free institutions is the dential election, there was no expression of _ Greve 
the Whole on the state of the Union upon a spe- | subject of our discussion. Yes, sir, | believe as || popular will, on the most important and visa a 
cial order, and had now completed its action on | much as that | now address you, that the Union is || question that has ever agitated this nation z wes 
that special order, the Chair was of opinion that | in danger. I look around me and I can see no || other words, the people, by their suffrages, fe a 
the committee must rise and report the bill to the | point of safety. Onthe one hand I see nearly all || pressed no opinion. They lost the control f ee “ 
House. | the northern States being arrayed against the South | their own Government; and this is the venses \ 
Mr. VINTON suggested that, in going into || on the slavery question; on the other, [ see the || why the whole executive department of our Gov. oo 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | South, State after State, assuming the attitude of || ernment now stands dumb in the presence of the ost 


; , : : - Sout 
the House had not gone into committee on any |, resistance and defiance. Sir, 1 know the past of pout 


perticular bill, but that a mere indication was | Sor or cle eease saaets Bet ereanee 
: s 


. ° . uw 
my country—lI see and deprecate the present—but | ficient to alarm every patriot? But, in addition t y 


: : ; ; in the 
given of the bill which the committee should || to me,at least,shadows, clouds and darkness rest || all this, you have been told, by the member from a 


|| tive; and from the Whig and Conservative State 
Mr. McLANE. I can perhaps remove the | ment under which we now live. The Union of | 
difficulty in which the committee finds itself by || these States is the subject of our discussions. Sir, || 
moving that the committee rise and report to the | 


House the bill upon which it has acted relating to | 
| 


: . tutiol 
of North Carolina. lam no alarmist. [| appea| gnict 


ur ' to no man’s fears; but | do appeal to the good sense It he 
I know not how to approach it; its magnitude and || and patriotism of this House and this nation. | 
importance overwhelm me. Even when sus- | warn them that this Union is in danger; and | teli 


i 

take up. | upon the future. I know not what that future is || North Carolina, [Mr. CuineMAn,] that no furthey a 

The CHAIRMAN said he was pf opinion that, || to be, but do know that its complexion in a great || legis ation is to be had in support of Govery. a 7 
inasmuch as there had been « special order for this || degree iso be taken from the action of the pres- || ment, unless these agitations be stayed; and pore 
day, and as that special order had been disposed || ent Congress. 1 believe that our deliberations in || that otherwise, here and now, this Government 0 
of, no other business would be in order in com- | @ national point of view are more important than || shall perish. This comes from the Whig side oan 
mittee until the committee should have risen and || those of any deliberative assembly that has taken || of the House, which claims to be the Conseryg.’ Taio 
reported the bill to the House. || place since the adoption of the form of govern- 

| 


peop 

















the harbor of Baltimore. || tained by the promptings of duty and of patriot- | them that the South is now prepared to present a 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. Believing that || ism, | would not dare to enter upon this discus- || the alternative of domestic tranquillity, equality bers 
the decision which has been made is wrong, I || sion were it not that I know that the genius of my || and justice, or separation. Sir, the time has its 2 
shall with great deference take an appeal from tbe || country, liberal as the God I worship, only re- || come when every man who loves the Constitv. righi 
decision of the Chair. | quires my best endeavors when sanctified by the || tion of his country, must be prepared to stand by, We 
Mr. PRESTON KING (doubtfully heard) was || best affections of my heart. Yes, sir, my country '| or, if necessary, to perish for it. Yes, sir; the spru 
underatood to say, that he did not know that he has my heart; I love it—l love it all—North and || time has come when the nation expects every we 
understood the decision of the Chair, but he sug- |, South, East and West. I love it, because it con- |} man to do his duty. The time has come when the | 
gested that it certainly was in order to move that | tains the graves of my ancestors, and is the home J thoughts of patriotism, and such thoughts alone, the 
the special order upon which the committee had || of my wife and my children; 1 love it, because in it “ Along our hearts responding strings should ruf® the 
acted should be laid aside to be reported to the | I have a common history, a common inheritance, Nor let a tone there vibrate but the one.” by 
House, and that the committee proceed to the con- |, a common glory,a common liberty,andacommon || Yes, sir, the man who, on an occasion like the whe 
sideration of any other business. | hope. I love it, because it was founded in the toil || present, could think of himself or his prospects, tot 
The CHAIRMAN. A special order having || and suffering, and blood of the Revolution. 1 || would desert the flag of his country in the hour of us | 
been fixed for this day, and the House having || love it, because our fathers, in their wisdom, || battle, or would sell his country’s liberty fora con- was 
gone into Committee of the Whole on the state of || joined us in political Union. I trust, 1 hope, 1 || sideration. Every man who has given his serious iste 
the Union to take it up, and having taken it up ‘| pray, that ne ther the ambition of the few, nor the || attention to this question, must now be satisfied bee 
and acted upon it, no other business is in order; 1 madness of the many may ever be-able to sunder |! that it has reached a point.at which delay in its spi 
but, in the opinion of the Chair, the committee || these States, which God had seemed to have joined | adjustment must be accompanied with the greatest in 
must rise and report the bill to the House. From || together. It is for you, my brethren of the North || danger. Its progress is onward—and the nation we 
that decision an appeal has been taken by the gen- |, —yes, | will yet call you brethren—it is for you || even now trembles beneath its tread. The time is ¢ 
tleman from Maryland, |Mr. Evans.] 2 determine what are to be our future relations. || was, when this agitation was confined to a few and 
Mr. ASHMUN. Has not the committee just || The agitation comes from you; you are the actors, | fanatics; but now it has become an element of po- dw 
now voted that it would not rise? And, in the || and upon. you rests the responsibility. The || litical power and sectional aggrandizement, utterly suc 
face of that decision, the Chair now rules that the |, South asks but equality and justice—she can ||.incompatible with the existence of the Union. the 
committee must rise. | never take less. Sir, | have said that the Union || Then it was but a-speck upon our political hori- net 
The CHAIRMAN. The point of order was || is indanger. For proof of this fact | need not || zon—‘‘a little cloud not bigger than a man’s wh 
presented, and the Chairman gave his decision | go beyond thishall. The speeches that have been || hand ;”’ but it has grown and spread, until now it 
upon it. | made, the impediments to organization that have |; covers near all the sky. The lightnings flash 801 
Mr. DISNEY made a remark, of which noth- || occurred, anc the whole action of the House, || amid its tempestuous folds—the thunders roll along no 
ing was heard by the reporter. _must point every sane mind to the dangers that || its mighty base—and the temple of our Union and cor 
Mr. SACKETT was proceeding to make a re- || threaten us, . is || our liberties is shaken as if by the upward heav- ag 
mark, when— | Bat, Mr. Chairman, it is not only here that we ings of volcanic fire. The nation is alarmed, the ha 
The CHAIR stated that the appeal was not || See this agitation and excitement: it has entere’ | star of our destiny is being darkened, and ‘the do 
debatable. | the social circle, and is breaking down all those || glorious light of liberty and of hope is paling upon wi 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a question || kindly feelings which ought to exist between mem- || our path, I fear, forever. Yes, sir, the danger is ap 
of order. He submitted that the question, inas- || bers of the same Confederacy. It is impossible, || most imminent; already the instruments of revolu- wi 
much as it related to the priority of business, was || from the very constitution of our natures, that we || tion are at work. Nearly, if not quite all, the Wi 
not debatable. | can love those who make ita business to revileand || southern States, by conventions of the people or si 
The CHAIRMAN said he had so decided. \ traduce us. And you know that it is the constant || by their Legislatures, have declared their fixed and th 
The questiow was then taken, “ Shall the decis- } nee ae ~ the —_— to — of us even as || unalterable purpoge of resistance, in the event of th 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the || ¢ than pirates. in your public press, in your || further aggression—and a Southern Convention 's = 
committee?” and was decided in'the negative. || public assemblies and churches, our institutions || already preparing to meet at Nashville, in June U 
So the decision ad his Cindi! Wis évercidad are the theme of constant denunciation. They || next; while in the northern States, the Legisls- th 
. - . * || are spoken of as a national disgrace. Why, sir, || tures of near all of them are ing the most of- de 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that in || even already, so far as the Umon of the States | fensive and aggressive Scachelione. instructing 


8 
moving that the committee take up the bill relating || was dependent on the union of the Churches, we their Senators in the other end of this Capitol, a0 8 
to the Cumberland Dam, he had no disposition to | have in some of them actual, practical dissolution. || requesting their Representatives on this floor to w 
interfere with the sense of the committee if it de- || We have the Methodist Church North, and the || execute these resolves. While at the same time th 
sired to take up the California bill. He would, || Methodist Church South. The same division has the Abolition societies and conventions at the . 

w 

a 


therefore, withdraw his motion, so as to leave the 1 taken place in the Missionary Baptist Church— || North—the sappersand miners in thisarray against 


, motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vawron] || and it is with difficulty that the union of the Pres- | the South—are urging disunion upon the people, 


the pendiag question. y |, byterian Church is retained. Are not these facts || and denouncing our glorious Constitution “as % 








of 





jness rules the hour, and the South, to appear- 
eo will be left with no alternative but disunion 
,conditional submission. If this alternative is 
e* upon us, we know our duty to ourselves 
i our posterity, and we will dare to do it—even 
vh it should dissolve the Union. 


grong 
hose 
ynion! : 
spd unjust. 


language; and I am aware that there ure 
who will attempt to brand me as a dis- 


if | know myself, sir, there has never been one | 


jay in mY existence in which [ did not stand 
ready to peril my life, if necessary, in defence 
¢ this Union. i 
wt as it is loved’ by the member from Ohio, [Mr. 


Root, | 
Grevens,] or the member from Illinois, [Mr. Bis- 


gut] They love the union of these States just 
s despotic and cruel Austria loves the union with 


Hongary. They love it so well, that to preserve | 


it they would give the people of the South to the 
qword, and our beautiful fields, and villages, and 
cities to the flames, accompanied by all the hor- 
wrs of servile and civil war. God deliver the 
gouth from such union and such patriots. Yes, 
you would do just as Austria did—you would call 
in the aid of Russian butchers. Such are your 
attachments to the Union, and such your tender 
mercies to the South. Sir, if this be the Union 
that the North loves, I must say it has my utter 
jetestation and scorn. You claim us as your 
saves already. The Union that I love is the 
union of equality, and justice, and fraternity—the 
Union of the Constitution. Yes, sir, the Consti- 
wtion isthe Union. We have no other bond of 


union. Ours is a Union of law and not of force. | 
It had its origin in the common consent of the || 


people. It was founded on principles of justice ; 
and every encroachment upon the Constitution is 
anattack upon the Union itself. | appeal to mem- 
bers of this House, and implore them to respect 
jig guarantees. 
right—we will submit to nothing that is wrong.”’ 


We would disgrace the ancestry from which we || 


sprung if we were to submit to the aggressions of 
unauthorized power. We would be unworthy 
thename of Anglo-Saxons. Our fathers resisted 

of a penny a pound on tea. 


whatsoever. 
to tax Englishmen without representation. With 
us the question is not only one of principle, as it 
was with our fathers, but it is a question of ex- 
istence. We should bear in mind what has ever 
been the course of power when led on by the fell 
spirit of fanaticism. We have an example of it 
in the island of St. Domingo, once the most 
wealthy and beautiful isle of the Indies. Now it 
is almost buried in barbarian darkness—a waste 
andadesert. There Abolition carried fire to every 
dwelling, and quenched the flames in blood. Sir, 
such may be the fate of the southern States if 
they yield upon this question, Fanaticism has 
never yet let go its hold upon its victim, unless 
when compelled by force or fear. 

Mr. Chairman, | am aware that there are still 
some, | hope many, men at the North, who have 
hot yielded to this fanaticism; and who, if they 
could, | have no doubt would gladly arrest this 
aggression. But so many of both political parties 
have more or less committed themselves to the 
doctrines of Free Soilism, that I must say, that 
when it comes to voting on this floor, our cause 
appears to be almost, if not quite hopeless. But I 
will not even yet despair of the Republic, and 
will continue to hope that at least those on this 
side of the House who in times past have stood by 


the Constitution, will continfe to do so; and I trust 
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ge with Death and a covenant with Hell.”’ Sir, | 


This is | 


ist; but, sir, | repel the charge as unfounded | 


Yes, sir, | love the Union, but | 


or the member from Massachusetts, | Mr. | 
yjavy,} or the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 


‘“* We ask nothing but what is | 


the dut It was not | 
the arfbant of duty, but it was the power claimed | 
by Great Britain to legislate for us in all cases | 
It was the right which she asserted | 


445 


posed in her extremity of attachment to the Union | stitution by which we live, and for which, if ne- 

to ravage one half the States with fire and sword. | cessary, we should be prepared to die, has been 

All we say is, that we will assert our rights, || despised and rejected in reference to the rights of the 
|; and that if it becomes necessary, we will meet || slave States,and every invention of the imagination 
,| force with force. Yes, sir, we of the South will || is set upin opposition toit. 1 presume that there is 
|| resist aggression if it be forced upon us—we know || not a man within the sound of my voice who does 
|| the price of freedom, and if necessary we will pay || not know that the last clause of the 4th article of 
|| for it. We know that no people have everlong been || the Constitution (in reference to fugitive slaves) 
| 














free, unless they stood ready to defend their rights || is now a dead letter. That article requires that 
—the cons+rvators of their own privileges. In | such slaves shall be delivered up on claim of the 
ordinary.tinies the Constitution is a sufficient pro- | owner—thereby making it the duty of the State to 
tection, but i: times like these, when prejudice and | attend to the delivery. This most, if not all, of 
passion and the thirst of sectional power control | the free States have refused to do, and some of 
in the halls of legislation, constitutions are value- || them have nullified the Constitution by the most 
| less, only as they define the boundaries of power || prohibitory laws on the subject. ‘This clause of 
|| and of privilege, and teach us where resistance || the Constitution is in the same words as the clause 
should begin, and. where aggression must cease. | immediately preceding it in reference to fugitives 
The privilege of bearing arms, and the courage to | from justice, and that has generally been executed 
use them, is at such times of more value than all | in good faith, thereby showing that there is no 
the constitutions that have ever been written. No ground for explanation on the plea of difference in 
people can be long much*misgoverned who have | construction. This is a point in which the viola- 
arms in their hands and the knowledge of their. tion of the Constitution has been so flagrant as to 
| use. We know that the Tree of Liberty has ever | have no defenders. ‘Then, if the Union be but the 
| been watered with the blood anf& manured with | creature of the Constitution, it follows as a corol- 
| the bones of patriots—all the liberty now upon the | lary, that here is practical disunion. According 
earth has been purchased by the blood of our race. | to the law of nations, the violation of one article 

| If necessary, we will do as our fathers have done |! of a treaty by one of the parties to it, is a violation 
before us. | of all, or, in other words, discharges the other con- 
Sir, | would ask why do our.northern brethren | tracting party from any obligation to respect its 
force this alternative upon us? Why do you urge | other provisions. Thus in our compact of Union 
| upon us a state of facts utterly hostile to the Union | between the several States. This is one cause of 
_ and in violation of the Constitution? Has not our | complaint established, and not denied by our north- 
| Government at least to you answered the purposes | ern brethren. But we have many more. The 
constant agitation of the slavery question in this 


of its creation? Have we not grown and pros- 
| pered beyond any people ever upon this earth? | District, with a view to its abolition here or else- 


Have not the lines fallen to us in pleasant places, | where, is of mischievous tendency, and destructive 
and have we notagoodly heritage—the heritage | of the domestic tranquillity of the States, (which 
| of liberty, equality, and abundance? We have | was enumerated, as one object of the Union;) 
already grown from thirteen to thirty States; and || and if it were to be carried into effect would 
have territory sufficient for many more. Our be in bad faith to the slave States generally, 
eagles, from their eyrie on the Rocky Mountains, | and to the States of Virginia and Maryland in 
dip their wings in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, || particular; and would, in my opinion, be a 
\| and our banners float upon the St. Lawrence and | violation of the Constitution. I am aware that 
the Rio Grande. We can «!most say, the conti- || many able men have given a different construction, 
|| nent, the boundless continent is ours. A destiny | and that, under the clause in the 8th article of the 
so great, so glorious has never been granted to any | Constitution, giving to Congress the ‘right to 
|| people. 1 would again ask, are these blessings all || exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
|| to be sacrificed? 1 trust not: there is, however, | ever” in this District, the power may be plau- 
isi one way in which they can be retained, and | sibly claimed; but I cannot think that it can 


hat is by respecting the guarantees of the Con- || be justly claimed. Those who claim the power 
stitution, and giving even-handed justive to the | for Congress, do so on the ground that exclusive 
South. We have never asked more than equality || legislation is synonymous with unlimited power of 
with our sister States—we have ever acted in that | legislation. I think this isa misapprehension. For 
spirit of concession and compromise in which the || instance: this Congress and the State Legislatures 
Constitution was adopted; and we have never once have exclusive legisiative power over the States 
|| given to the North cause to complain of an aggres- | ard the people of this Union. But they have not 

sive spirit; nor have we ever violated one con- || all power. They have only certain delegated 
|| dition of any compromise which we have made. | powers, and the balance remains in the kepping of 

We have ever been generous and forbearing. | the people, the safest and best depositary of power. 
Virginia yielded for the sake of harmony and | It is manifest that the grant of exclusive power of 
| equality alt the territory north of the Ohio as free || legislation as given in the Constitution, does not 
States which was previously slave territory—we mean unlimited power, but is simply the grant of 
|| divided Louisiana and Texas with you, both of | power under the general provisions of the Consti- 
which were slave territory—and in the session of || tution, and must be exercised simply with the 
Congress before the last, we offered almost unani- | view of execut ng the objects of the grant. Exther 
mously to accept the Clayton compromise bill, and || this is the true construction of the grant, or in this 
we received but twenty-two Democratic votes and || District Congress has unlimited power—even the 
not one Whig vote from the North. [ would ask | power to sell every freeman into perpetual slavery. 
what did that billgive us? Why nothing but simply || But upon any fair view of the Censtitution it is 
the right to try the constitutional question at issue |, impossible to maintain this construction of unlim- 
| between us, in the courts of the Union. Even this | ited power—for by the Constitution * the trial 
you denied us and shut us out from the courts of || of all crimes except impeachment snall be by 
justice. And atthe last session of Congress you re- | jury.’’ I hold that Congress cannot abolish the 
fused to pass Walker’s amendment to the appro- | trial by jury in this District. And further, a con- 
priation bill, which simply extended the provisions — viction in this District for treason could not “work 
of the Constitution to New Mexico and California | corruption of blood,’’ because the Constitution ex- 
—even this you refused us. Isubmit tothe candor | pressly says ‘that no attainder of treason shall 
and justice of this House and this nation, if we || workgcorruption of blood, or forfeiture except 
could have asked or taken less? You deny to us | during the life of the person attainted.” Here is 
|| the guarantees of the Constitution, and still expect another restriction of the power of Congress in this 
from us submission. This is impossible. Sub- | District. But such restrictions are too numerous 





that, on the other side, there may be some who | 
will be prepared to do us justice, and save the | 
Union. For 1 repeat, that I do not believe that | 
this Union can survive the disfranchisement and | 
degradation of the southern States. Sir, I do not 
say this in the language of threatening. The | 
outh makes no threats; she simply tells you that 
We must respect each other’s rights or separate— | 
that we must agree betier than we now do, or we | 
ought to part company. The South loves the | 
non, but she has never yet thought of waging | 
War against the North for the purpose of effecting 
change of public sentiment; nor has 


| mission to acknowledged wrong, would be social 


and political degradaiion. 
to this. 

Mr. Chairman, I have charged against the 
North that she has disregarded her constitutional 
compact, and that she invades our chartered rights. 
This is a circumstance calculated to excite the 
most melancholy and alarming reflections. But it 
is not the less true. Heretofore our contests have 
been as to the effect of measures; but now the Con- 
stitution, the ark of our political covenant, which 


We cannot be brought 


for me now even to refer to them. See the Ist ar- 
ticle of the Amendments to the Constitution, which 
is in the following words: “Congress shall make 
‘no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
‘ prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
‘the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right 
‘ of the people péaceably to assemble, and to peti- 


| *tion the Government for redress of grievances.’’ 


Js there any one here who, in the face of this 


| express provision of the Constitution, would con- 


tend that Congress has the right, in this District, 


contains the plighted faith of the States and of the | to establish a Chureh, and prescribe a form of 


she yet pro- ||; people, is the object of attack. Yes, sir, the Con- 


' worship, and fix a creed; or to abridge the free- 
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dom of speech, or of the press, or the right of 

tition? if not, then the power of Congress has 
Lesitations, and these are fixed by the objects of 
the grant and general principles of the Constitu- 
tion. infact, all of the twelve articles contained 
in the Amendments to the Constitution but one, 
are limitations upon the power of Congress here, 
and in the States and Territories. In truth, the 
whole theory of our Government, State and Fed- 
eral, is predicated upon constitutional restraints of 
power. There is no power in this country which 
is not limited, except the power of the people; and 
even this ultimate power has to be exercised ac- 
cording to certain prescribed forms, or it isrevolu- 
tionary. 

If the conclusions which I have stated be not 
true, then every citizen of this District has no 
other’ tenure for his life, liberty, or property, but 
in the will of Congress! The supposition of such 
a state of facts is monstrous, and would be abhor- 
rent to every American heart. : 

If, then, it be conceded, as it must be, that the 
power of Congress in this District is limited, | 
would ask, in what is that limitation to be found? 
1 think the natural answer must be, that itis to be 
found in the object and nature of the grant. These 
were plain to the minds of the framers of the 
Constitution, who simply desired to confer upon 
Congress, in the Ten Miles Square, such power 
as would enable them—freely and without re- 
straint—to carry out all the other provisions of the 
Constitution in which this particular provision is 
contained. Can it(by any sane mind) be contend. 
ed, that the grant of exclusive legislation in this 
District was intended to confer upon Congress any 
power outside of the Constitution? The suppo- 
sition is absurd. ‘The grant was made simply that 
Congress, and the other departments, might at all 
tires be in a situation to perform their duty under 
and by virtue of the Constitution. 

No one will have the impudence or folly to 
contend, that the abolition of slavery here or else- 
where, was one of the objects of the grant. If it 
was not, then it follows, necessarily, that no such 
power exists in Congress. And I think I am for- 
tified in this view of the subject by the fifth article 
of the Amendments to the Constitution, which con- 
tains the following clause: ‘* Nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just com- 

vensation.’’ The Constitution thus negatives the 
idea that private property can be taken for any 
other purpose but for ous use, and then upon 
just compensation. Abolitionism would take it 
without just compensation, and for no public use. 
I might follow this subject further, but I will re- 
frain, by simply saying, that I am satisfied that 
Congress has neither the right to abolish slavery 
in this District, nor to appropriate the public 
money to any such purpose as compensating the 
owners of the property for its value. 1 suppose, 
even in these days of latitudinarian construction, 
it will not be denied that there is’ a limitation of 
the objects to which money may be appropriated 
by Congress. : 

The next proposition to which I shall call the 
atiention of the committee is, the question of sla- 
very, as connected with the territories. This is 
a fearful question—one which will, and which 
ought to dissolve this Union, if the claims set up 
by the North are to ve insisted upon. I will ask, 
sir, What are these claims? Why, they are sim- 
ply that the free States shall take for their exclu- 
sive use and benefit the whole of the territory 
now owned, or which hereafter may be owned by 
the United States—excluding the slaveholding 
States from all participation in the territory ac- 
quired by the common biood and treasure of all 
the States—with the resulting consequence, ghat 
slavery is to be confined to its present limits, and 
that no slave State shall ever hereafter be permit- 
ted to enter this Union. This would be a most 
iniquitous preposition, even if it had the sanction 
of the Constitution upon its side; but when it ts re- 
flected that it is as gross a violation of the Consti- 
tution, as it is of the common principles of hon- 
esty and justice, how can it be expected that the 
southern States will submit to it? They ought 
not—they cahnot—they will not. 

Mr. Chairman, I intend to speak plainly, be- 
cause | think we ought to understand each other. 
I will, then, aay that my mind is deliberately made 
up te the ‘conviction that the South ought not to 
take less than the Missouri compromise, with 
such guarantees as this Government can give that 
































| fers it. 


| powers: The 10th article of the amendments to the 


| to a certain extent. 


| limited by the legislation necessarysto preserve the 


.erty, as 4t distinctly puts the territories on the 


ever could have imagined thata general and un- 
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the agitation of the slavery question shall cease in 
reference to thia District, and in Congress general- 
ly, and that the non slaveholding States shall be | 
required, either by the action of Congress-or the | 
action of their State Legislatures, to abide by | 
and execute that artiele of the Constitution which | 
makes it the duty of those States to deliver | 
up runaway slaves. These questions, sir, must | 
be settled now if we desire to save this Union. 
Any attempt to defeat the just rights of the South 
will, in my opinion, as certainly destroy this Union 
as that I now address you; and he who votes for | 
the abolition of slavery in this District, or the ex- | 
clusion of the South from a just participation in | 
the territories, may rest assured, that if his vote 
is consummated by legislation, that he votes a dis- 
solution of the Union. 

Mr. Chairmain, | have stated that, in my view 
of this question, Congress has no power to pro- 
hibit slavery in the territories; and in support of 
this position I call on thése who claim the power, 
to show any article of the Constitution which con- 
l aver it gives no such power; and if it is 
not in the Constitution it cannot be exercised by 








Congress; because the Constitution uses the fol- || 


| 

| 

. . . . 

lowing very explicit language in reference to our | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


Constitution is in the following words: ‘ The 
powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Consutution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are | 
reserved to the States respectively or to the peo- 
ple.”? This article of the Constitution is an estop- 
pel to the exercise of this power, unless it can arise 
by implication from some of the express grants of | 
power. ‘This is admitted by all—even those who 
claim the power. In this state of the argument 
we are met by the allegation that Congress has the 
right to acquire territory by treaty, and the right 
of acquisition must, from the necessity of the case, 
be followed by the right to govern. This is true 
That is, Congress has the 
right to govern to the extent of the necessity, but 
no further; and this necessity, in my opinion, is 


property of the United States in the territories, 
and the establishment of such civil governments 
as may invite settlements to be made and are suf- 
ficient to protect the settlers in the enjoyments of 
life, liberty, and property, during their territorial 
pupilage preparatory to their becoming States. I 





| think beyond this the less power Congress cxer- 
cises the better; and this certainly fills up the im- 


plication arising from the necessity of the case. 
The necessity is the proper limitation of the power, 
and whenever the necessity ceases the power also 
ceases. And 1 presume that no one will contend 
that the prohibition of slavery is necessary either 
to the preservation of the property or the protec- 
tion of the citizen. If so, the argument drawn 
from fhe necessity of the case falls to the ground, 
and the power with it. There are some persons 
who claim this power to exclude slavery from the 
territories under the 3d section of the 4th article 
of the Constitution, which is in the following 
words: That is, the ‘“* Congress shall have power 
to dispose of, and make all needful rules and reg- 
ulations for, the territory or other property be- 
longing to the United States.”’ This is certainly 
a provision intended for the territories as prop- 





same footing with other property belonging to the 
United States; and only give to Congress the 
power to make the needful rules and regulations 
for its protection and sale; and certainly no mem- 
ber of the Convention that framed the Constitution 


limited right of sovereign jurisdiction was covered 
up under this grant—and that, in addition to this, 
it was to influence the relations of slave-property 
in all the slave States of the Union. The suppo- 
sition is not warranted by the facts of the case, for 
certainly it will not be contended that the prohibi- 
tion of slavery is one of the needful regulations 
in disposing of the land lying in the territories; 
and no power is granted but such as was needful 
in reference to the territories as property. 

I believe that in some cases this right of extend- 
ing a slavery prohibition to the territories is at- 
tempted to be derived from the last clause ‘of the 
eighth section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion, which reads as follows: 

** Congress shall have power to make all laws which shall 


be necessary and proper tor carrying into execution the fore- 
going powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitu- 





| its power over this subject from Mexico. 


|| States. 
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tion in the Government of the United States 
partment or officer thereof.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it will behooy 
| insist that this power is necessary an 
| ingraft it upon some one of the expre 
powers. This cannot be done, as the 
| grant in the Constitution, and it is ab 
| pose an incident without a principle, 
without a cause. You might as well SUuppos 

_ child without a parent. Sir, this claim of seas 
may be justly said to be filius nullius. It jg One of 
| 
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the bastard progeny, born from constity:i, 
| prostitution, and should never be recognized 
LS cceia, Whenever a power is claimed without 
| a grant, under the plea of necessity, it ought tein 
| viewed with suspicion, as this has ever been th 
plea of tyrants. And no such implication atin 
unless jt be indispensably necessary to the exec, 
tion ofsome granted power. If we give any othe, 
meaning than this to the clause’ now under consid 
| eration, the Constitution would not be wort) the 
| paper it is written on. 
| Sir, afew days since I was not a little surprise 
to hear the great Senator from Kentucky, [Mr 
| Cxay,] in the other end of this Capitol, assert tis 
rived 
J ; And he 
| claims that because Mexico, of the Governmen, 
| of Mexico, had this power, that, ex necessitate, this 
Government must now have it, as we had gy. 
uired the country from Mexico. This jg the 
| first time that I had ever heard that this Gover. 
| ment could derive authority from any other source 
than our own Constitution. He says Mexicy 
| parted with the sovereignty, and that as it was 
| parted with, it must be vested in this Government, 
| This is a monstrous doctrine—one that substitutes 
this Government for the States and the people 
of this Union. Sir, this Government is neither 
the States nor the people of this Confederacy. {t 
is but the agent, the servant, the creature of the 
It is but the trustee, and the States are 
| the cestui que trusts. Mexico transferred to the 
| United States, and not to the Government of the 
| United States. If this Government received all 
the authority in New Mexico and California that 
Mexico parted with, it is an absolute despotism 
—for I believe it is well understood that Mexico 
| has a government without limitation of powers, 
The gentleman referred to said, ** Mexico could 
have abolished slavery, or have introduced save 
| either into New Mexico or California. Now that 
| power must have been ceded. Who will deny 
that?’’ And he said further, that as none of the pro- 
hibitions upon the power of Congress contained 
in the Constitution * restrain the exercise of the 
| power of Congress on the subject of slavery, 
| the powers of Congress are co-extensive and co- 
equal with the powers of Mexico prior to the cee 
| sion.’ This is, I trust, the first time, and I hope 


monstrous doctrine that this Government de 





| 
| 
| 
| 





|| it will be the last, that a foreign nation will be 


| 

| looked to as the source of the powers of this Gor- 
/ ernment, or that it will be pretended that this 
| Government has all the powers which the Consti- 
tution does not deny to it. This is an assumption 
| in the very teeth of the Constitution, which de- 
| Clares that ea Oy has no powers but those 
| granted to it, That I may do the gentleman no 
injustice, | will make one other extract from his 
| speech, which ‘is as follows: 

*< With regard to the treaty-making power, all who have 
had occasion to examine into its character, and into the po 
sible extent to which it may be carried, Know that it is un- 
limited in its nature, except in so far as any limitations may 
be found within the Constitution of the United States; but 
| upon this subject there is no limitation which prescribes 
the extent to which the power shall be exercised.” 


Here is again the distinct averment, that as the 
| Constitution has not withheld power from Con- 
gress, that consequently it has the power whicli 18 
not withheld. This is the most latitudinarian con- 
struction of the Constitution that 1 have ever met 
with—and against which I enter my-solemn pro 
test. And will refer to the 10th article of the 
amendments to the Constitution, which declares 
that Congress has none but granted powers. 

Mr. Chairman, [| will conclude this branch of 
the argument by calling the attention of the com- 
mittee to the supposition that it had been pro- 
posed in the Convention that framed the Constitu- 
tion, and recommended it to the people of the 
| States for their adoption, that no slave territory 
should ever be acquired under it, and that no 
slave State should ever enter the Union; and that 
the ten miles square authorized to be purchased 
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us the most rosperous and happy people upon the 
earth, that they might also bear with us, particu- 














the seat of Gov 
sehouse in which to 


ment should be used as a | you expect the third man, who had been thus i 
force the growth of abo- || treated, to remain in the firm, and more especially | 














rho jon; and that the clause in reference to fugitive || when he was told that, for the future, he would || larly as they or their ancestors assisted to fix the 
to ves was inserted in fraud, and would not be || be expected to labor as usual, and to contribute ] institution upon us. 
. secuted: and that the non-slaveholding States, | his money, but was to expect no better treatment? | Mr, Chairman, there is one thing that I can sa 
ich MAMEy the action of their Legislatures, would make | This is a case precisely analogous: to the situation | on this subject in vindication of the South, and it 
1p. MM: » dead letter. ask, sir, if such propositions || of the southern States. They jointly, with their | is this: that 3,000,000 of the negro race have never 
eet j been made in the Conventien, or submitted to } co-Siates, have acquired territory by contribu- before, in any portion of the recorded history of 
ta the States, would they have received one single || tions of blood and treasure, and now they are to | man, been as much civilized or christianized as 
ver outhern vote? or would the Constitution have | be excluded from these territories, and are not, || those now in the United States. And I would say, 
of BEE \ecn adopted? Then, sir, if the Constitution for the future, to expect any betier treatment; for || that any man who will attend the church service, 
nal gould not have been adopted containing such pro- || | understand that hereafier the policy of the || and witness the christian piety of a congregation 
aa sions, 1S it not palpable that no such provisions North is to be, that the whole power of this Gov- of slaves, will be compelled to admit that African 
Dut yere in it at the time of its adoption ? I know no |} ernment is to be exercised against the institution || slavery has not been an unmiugated evil, even to 
be hetter WAY of ascertaining what wise men have | of slavery; in other words, the South and her in- the slave. And if he has one particle of christian 
he gone than to ascertain what they intended to do. || stitutions are to be put under the ban of the em- | faith or christian hope in his heart, when he com- 
- The intention of the parties to a treaty, covenant, | pire, and we are to be made the hewers of wood | pares the present position of the negro with that 
ls or other contract, 18 always an important matter and drawers of water. We are expected to share || of the barbarian idolater and cannibal in Africa, 
er io be ascertained in view of obtaining a right con- | all the burdens of Government, while we are to | he will be constrained to say, that God may have 
d. guetion of the instrument. The intention of the || be permitted none of its benefits. Do you ex- || had, and must have had some compensating prov- 
he ipgislator is always looked to in the construc- | pect a proud and chivalrous people to submit to | idence in store for this people, and that slavery 
son of a law when doubt arises as to the true |) treatment like this? If youdo, you will be dis- is the probationary state preparatory to it. What 
ed construction. Now, sir, let us subject the claims appointed. By way of illustrauon, L will reverse | this may be, no man can tell—** God’s ways are 
lr, of the North to this test, and they cannot stand || the case, and suppose the South to assume the || not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts.”’ 
he one moment. We all know that the Constitution || ground that hereafter no free State should enter \\" There are many who suppose that slavery is a 
ed never could have existed containing such pro- | this Union, and that all the territory acquired |) social and political evil, and for this reason the 
he visions; and, notwithstanding this, there are men | should be slave territory, and that the whole || refuse to let it go to the territories. But if it 
nt here, and elsewhere, who claim this power for | power of this Government should be exerted for || were the evil which they insist it is, why shall the 
is the Federal Government. Nothing can equal the | the extension of slavery, and that the free States || whole burden of it be thrown upon the present 
te svsurdity of this claim but its gross and palpable | should be put under the ban, and that the whole | slaveholding States? Why notlet the new States 
he injustice. Yes, sir, even admitting the constitu- || influence of this Government should be brought to || take their share of it? In what are they better 
is tional power to be in Congress to do what I fear || bear against the free States and théir instituuons. | than we? If this was a new question, as to the 
te vill be done, the act would then be no better than |; You would think us mad if we were to assume || introduction of slavery into the United States, I 
“0 highway robbery. And I have heard nothing || such a position. But it is a bad rule that won’t || could understand the zeal of the North as recon- 
i8 aid in its vindication, either here or elsewhere, | work both ways; and I defy any man on earth | cilable with principles of patriotism and honesty 
t. except a certain fashionable cant about all men || to show one good reason Why our pretension | —but we do not propose to make any freeman a 
9 being born free and equal, and the power of ma- |, would not have the same foundation in right, as | slave; nor do we propose to open the African siave 
le jorities. Now, sir, | have great respect for the |) yours. We are your equals under the Constitu- | trade. No, nothing of this kind is sought to be 
r ‘ction of such majorities as are prescribed by |) tion, and in every other respect, The Constitu- || done. All that we ask is, that the master, with 
lt jaws ond constitutions, but | had rather have any || Won says, ** the citizens of each State shall be en- || his slave, may be permitted to enter the common 
e other king than king numbers, as now presented || titled to all the privileges and immunities of the || territory of the Union. Weask it, from the con- 
G toour acceptance. The most frightful despotism || citizens of the several States. If you would | viction that it would be better for both. It would 
e upon earth would be that of an uncontrolled, un- || submit to such treatment, you ought to be kicked || certainly be better for the slave, as he is better 
e checked, sectional majority. It would make ours |; out of the Union, as unworthy to remain in it. | provided for in a new and abundant country than 
l a government without limitation of powers—a || The same may be said in relidtion to the South, || in an old and-exhauated one. Also, the dividing 
t creat sectional despotism. Iam aware that much |} only 1 can assure you, she will not wait to be | of the slaves into many hands would add to their 
n is said about the rights of majorities, and that || kicked out. Many here, and elsewhere, appear || comfort and the facility of their final emancipa-* 
0 many politicians speak of majorities as subjects || to have a holy horror of the institution of slavery, | ion; especially if New Mexico and California are 
. do of their monarchs—as though they could do || as though it was now heard of for the first time, | not suited to slave labor. If this be true, every 
d no wrong. But majorities may be wrong as well || inthe history of our country or the world. || slave carried there would soon become a free man. 
y as mi@orities, and majorities have no other rights || They forget that their fathers sold us most of | In some of the slave States the negro population 
t than such as they derive from the Constitution. || these very slaves, and guarantied our rights of | is as large as the white. While this state of things 
y Minorities have the same rights, derived from the || property in them, under the Constitution, for a | continues, emancipation in these States is morally 
> same source. All our majorities for the practical }| consideration which has been paid. Some of the | impossible. Under such circumstances, it would 
purposes of legislation are constitutional majori- || very negroes that your fathers sold us, are still | of necessity result in social and political equality. 
ties, and not mere majorities in numbers. And || living; and, though they are removed one thou- || And even our northern friends have yet some pre- 
| 


this is the crowning beauty and excellence in our 
systems of free governments; that is, that ours 
are governments of constitutions and laws, and 
not of men—no, not even of majorites of free 
men. All are in subordination to law, and all 
have the protection of the law, minorities as well 
as majorities. While the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution are respected, a minority has the same 
protection in life, liberty, and property as if they 
were a majority, ‘The law does and ought to act 
alike upon every citizen. 

Mr. Chairman, | would warn our friends here 
to be cautious in relation to the claims set up for 
mere numbers, without proper regard to the Con- |) 
stitution. The idea is full of danger, as was illus- 
trated in the horrors of the Reign of Terror in 





sand miles from you, they trouble you over-much. 
Your conduct puts me in mind of the Pharisee, 
of whom we are told, that when he stood. in the 


| Teniple and prayed, he thanked God that he was 
| not as other men—not as the poor Publican who 


was before him. I suppose many of you thank 
God that you are not as we slaveholders; and | 
suppose some of you, in the spiritof the Pharisee, 
even when you look upon the portrait of Washing- 
ton which hangs upon my left, the ornament and the 


| honor of this hall, thank God that you are not 


such as he was, for he, too, wasaslaveliolder. But 


hearts of his countrymen. 
armies in battle—he led them to victory and glory. 


| common schools, 


judices on the subject of color. I see that in the 
good old Bay State there is even now a struggle 
going on to keep the negru children out of the 
And | presume those of you 


| who have families have some prejudices of color 
_ in your parlors; and Cuffy is not even there on a 


j 


footing with the descendant of the Puritan. [| sup- 
pose that the descendant of the Huguenot and Cavs 


| alier may be allowed the same prejudice. 


i} 
1} 


| 


2 || ists, 
He founded an eet. and will through all time | 


Mr. Chairman, there is one view of this subject 
which has always struck me with some surprise, 


‘| and has constrained me to doubt the sincerity of 


he was first in war, first in peace, and first in the | the abolition movement as a measure of philan- 


Yes, sir, he led your || 


nee It is this: I never hear of the Abolition- 
‘ree-Soilers, or Wilmot provisoists payin 
anything to the cause of negro emancipation— 


France, which was simply the reign of an un- be known as the Father of his Country. But || have heard of few cases in which they have ever 
checked majority. In these days of progress, || Strange to tell, so great has been the progress of || purchased the freedom of a slave. ow if they 


there is danger that the rights of minorities may 
be lost sight of, in the assumptions of majorities; 
and that the greatest good of the greatest number 
may become the rule of action, without reference 
tothe law or Constitution. This is the language 
of demagogues. The language of the Constitu- 
lion is, the greatest good to the greatest number, |) 
without injustice to any, and in subordination of 
the Constitution. This is v@bat we ask of you, || 
and this is what you refese tous. For the pur- 
pose of illustrating the claims of the South, I will 
Suppose a case of three men who have been acting 





48 partners for ten years, and at the end of that 
time, they meet together to arrange their business 
and divide their profits, when, to the astonish- 
ment of one of the three, he finds that the other 
‘wo have united against him, and determined to 
lake all the profits to themselves, though he had 
given his time, his labor and his money to the 
firm, as faithfully as either of his partners: would 


some in this progressive age, that his memory was 
traduced by one of the leading speakers in the late 
Abolition convention at Syracuse, New York. 
this convention the Union was denounced—the 
Constitution was denounced, and the memories of 


In | 


Washington, Jefferson, and Madison, were tra- | 


duced because the 
these men mad ? 


were slaveholders. Are not 
‘hey are either mad or worse; 


they are traitors to all the glories of the past and | 


all the hopes of the future. I know that some 
men are fanatics on this subject, and are possessed 
with a piety so transcendental that-they fear that 
they may be offered up as a vicarious atonement 
for the sins of the South. But | think I can ven- 
ture to give such the assurance, that the sin (if sin 
it be) is our sin, and that it is in vain that they 
trouble their consciences with it, and that they are 
not responsible for the matter by any law, either 
human or divine; and | think that if God has 
borne with us for two hundred years, and has made 


i 


b 


| and to keep your seats here. 


| are sincere in this matter, it would not cost them 


any more to emancipate my slaves than it would 
costme. And really, if they are in earnest, why do 
they not«buy the freedom of the slaves, and take 
them to their homes and minister unto them? This 
would at least show honesty and sincerity, and 
their works would illustrate their faith. 1 have 
never had rhuch faith in those who talk much of 
charity, but never give. You propose to destroy 
$1,500,000,000 of our property, while you do not 
| give a dime to the same object yourselves. It 
| might from this be inferred that most of your 
| philanthropy was intended for home consumption, 
It is with small 
men a convenient means of temporary advance- 


| ment; and with ambitious and bad men it is a 


means of personal and sectional aggrandizement. 
You are the worst enemies the slave has on earth. 
You rivet and tighten his chains. 1 have heard 


| the objection urged against the instiution of 
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slavery at the South, that it entered into competi- 
tion with the free labor of the North, and there- 
fore must be abolished. This is agrarianism. It 
is confiscating the estates of one-half of the people 





of this Union for the benefit of the other half. | 


And permit me, in this connection, to suggest to 
my friends of the North, that when they have 
gotten through with this negro agrarianism, and 
the agrarianism that is going on in relation to the 
public land, that the next move may be real bona 
fide agrarianism at home. The idea that all men are 
born free and equal, is a very pretty one, and I sup- 
pose that equality in property is about as desirable 
as od, in political rights; and as much politi- 
cal capital could be made out of this idea, as most 
of the other humbugs of the day; and I suppose 
it might be made to meet the ideas of the foreign 
emigrants who are arriving by hundreds of thou- 
sands in our-northern cities, and for whose votes 
80 many political aspirants appear to be most 
anxious. 
independent estate, sufficient for every comfort, 
would be very taking. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the evils of the times is, 
that politicians and demagogues and fanatics seize 
hold of some single idea, some abstract truth, and, 


The idea of every man having his own’ 


separating it from oll its natural connections, at- | 


tempt to substitute it for an entire system of 
governmental policy. If honest, they are mono- 
maniacs, They threaten to subvert the very found- 
ations of all government in pursuit of a single 
idea. In pursuit of an abstraction, they lose sight 
of all the practical benefits of good government. 
They forget that we have to take the world as we 
find it—and not as the transcendentalist would 


have it. The real philanthropist would desire | 


that there should be neither a name nor a place for 
erime or misery among all the works of God. But 
if he were a Christian, he would not condemn the 
whole system of God’s providence because it did 
not conform to his views. I would suggest to our 
transcendental and perfectibility friends, to do like- 
wise. Our systems of government may not, in 
their view, be perfect; but they were framed by 
men greater, wiser, better than ourselves, aad, 
heretofore, have answered the purpose for which 
they were intended, 
guage of the Constitution) was created in order *‘to 
form a more perfect union, to establish justice, in- 
sure domestic tranquillity, to provide for the com- 


Our government (in the lan- | 


mon defence, to promote the.general welfare, and | 


to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity.”’ it has done all this, notwith- 
standing its guarantee and recognition of the insti- 
tutions of the South. It will continue to do so, if 
you respect its compromises—otherwise it must 
fail, and this Union must perish. Mr. Chairman, | 
would ask our northern friends, before separating 
from us, to calculate what we are worth to them. 
To the Nerth this Union is indeed a pearl beyond 
price—it is worth more than all the political capi- 
tal you can make out of this abolition agitation. 
And | say to you in all candor, that you must re- 
hnquish the one or the other, The capital invested 
in abolition and free-soilism is but small in amount 
—it is rather a peddling business, and though ive 
discontinuance might break many a small trader 


in polities, | suppose our Whig friends over the | 


way would assist in passing a political bankrupt 
law, which would give you absolution on full 
confeasion and repentance. 


to calculate in dollars and cents, what this Union is 
worth to them. | would ask them to inquire who 
pays the taxes of this Government, and who 
receives them. [| would ask the manufacturers 
of eotton, whence comes the raw material, and 
where is the manufactured article sold—and 
whence comes the protection of near 30 per cent. 
upon all northern labor and capital? Who fur- 
nishes the freights for your shipping  inter- 
est? Where do you find the profits of your 
commerce and navigation? Why have you the 
entire coasting trade? Yes, Mr. Chairman, this 
Union is known to the people of the North only 
by its blessings; to us of the South only by its 
burdens. When you come to pay the taxes of a 
seperate government, we will see whether or not 
you will always vote to appropriate money, and 
to increase taxes. The Union is to you unadulter- 
ated good—every governmental tax is to you a 
bounty, and every burden a blessing. Without 
the Union your factories will rot down, and 


But, to be serious, | 
Mr. Chairman, independent of all considerations | 
of patriotism, | would urge our northern brethren | 





grass grow in*your streets. Mr. Chairman, | will 
not discuss the question of the power of thre South 
to maintain her independent existence against all 
comers. 1 will simply say that we would be 
stronger and richer than any people upon earth, 
with like numbers. Money is the sinew of war, 
and this we would have in uvundance, with lighter 
taxes than we now pay in times of profound peace. 
But this question ought not to be discussed. I 
will not discuss it. 1 trusvat will never be neces- 
sary. 

Mr. Chairman, some of the feeling of hostility 
which exists in reference to the South, is political, 
and ought not to be felt at least upon this side of 
the House. One ground of complaintis, that the | 
South has had an undue proportion of the high 
offices of thisGovernment. For instance, we have 
had most of the Presidents. Now, ought it to be 
cause of complaint against us, or jealousy towards | 
us, that Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, | 
Jackson, and Polk were southern men? No! they | 
were great and glorious names, and we all should | 


be proud of them as our countrymen. But, Mr. | 


Chairman, the true cause of the South having held || 


many of the important offices has not been in con- | 
sequence of sectional feeling, but it has arisen | 
from the fact that from the days of Washington 
until now the strength of the Democratic party 
has been in the South, and elections have turned 
upon Democratic principles, and our’ victories 
have by us always been esteemed triumphs of 
principle and not of section. [| trust the ume will 
never come, when on questions «f this character 
we will love our section more than our principles 
or our common country. 

Mr. Chairman, Washington, in his Farewell 
Address, has warned ‘us against ‘* the impostures | 
of pretended patriotism, and the mischiefs of for- | 
eign intrigue.”’ 
the one, I will now’briefly refer to the other. I 
will not say that | have the evidence of such in- 
trigue, but this I will say, that the Abolition and 
Free Soil movement is doing that which, of all 
things earthly, is most desired by all the despots 
of Europe. They look upon our institutions with 
jealousy, and -would be greatly pleased at their 
destruction; and I presume that no man here en- 
tertains a doubt that this agitation threatens to bring 
about a dissolution of che Union, England knows 
and fears our naval and commercial rivalry, and that 
nothing but the dissolution of this Union can save 
to her the ascendency. With the Union, we will 
not only rival but surpass her; with the dissolu- 
tion of the Union, her commerce must remain 

unrivaled, and through all time she may ride | 
mistress of the seas. As I before said, 1 have 
no evidence of her agency—that of course | never | 
| can have, because to be efficient it must be se- | 
cret. Neither you nor | know but that her 
paid secret agents are in our midst. ‘I’his work 
is done so precisely agreeable to what | know 








would be her wishes and her interest, that it || 
the idea that it may be) 


| naturally suggests 
done to order Further, this idea of Canadian | 
annexation, which was agitated in the Legislature | 
of New York but a few days since, and which has, 
until lately, been rather countenanced by the 
English Government, comes most opportunely to | 
excite the further alarm of the South, more esje- | 
cially when it is sought by the Empire State for 
purposes of aggression. I have, too, been sur- 
prised at the amount of money that has been ex- 
pended, and is still ready to be expended, in the 
attempt to revolutionize Cuba, with a view to an- 
nexation. Ido not know that England has any 
thing to do with it, but | do know, that she is the 


I] 
party to be benefited, if these agitations should || 


_ bring about a dissolution of the Union. 1 further | 
know that England always sees her interest, and 
never omits the means of advancing it. Her states- | 
| manship is the most far-sighted and grasping, and | 
she never loses an opportunity of advancing 
| either her interest or her power. 
; Mr. Chairman, in this discussion | have endeav- 
ored to be candid. 1 have stated my convictions 
| as they exist upon my own mind. | hope others 
will fairly weigh them, and take them for what- 
| ever they may be worth. 
| this house is too short to discuss the legal question, | 
| either from authority or by reference to precedents. 
| | have consequently taken the Constitution as my 
guide, and have looked into it for my political 
faith, as 1 would into my Bible for my religious. 
When [took my seat here, | took an oath to pre- | 








I have already -poken to you of || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| you burn it up the better. 
| of precedent in matters of judicial decigi 


| departments of governments. 





| should the decisions of one Congress bind 





| 
The time allowed in || 


March 4, 


serve, protect and defend the Gonstituti ay 
this in the right spirit, we mee look to the = do 
ment itself—and let precedent and author ate. 
no influence with us, but as simple matter yf" 


A f 
son. Our oath is to support the Constit oe 
our fathers made jt, and not as either oa 


congresses have construed it. If this Course 
adopted, even the very few arguments I have 
are enough. If you take any other 
Constitution is but waste paper, 


is 
used 
Course, the 
and the 800ne 
I admit the authority 


| 3 ( ons 9 
private rights, but not in the action of coedinen 


We have no j 
lible church, nor have we an infallible dintinan 
sciences of another. — 

Mr. Chairman, | will now close my remarks 
as I opened them, by invoking the’ serious atin, 
tion of this House and this nation to the danger 
which menaces our free and glorious institations 
On every side and from every quarter of the Union 
I hear the reverberations of this danger, which, i 
use the language of Mr. Jefferson on a simile, 
occasion, * falls upon my ear like the alarm of 
the fire-bell at night—like the knell of the Union.” 
Yes, sir, 1 warn you, and through you this House 
and this nation, that the ship of State approaches 
the dreadful maelstrom of disunion. She already 
feels and answers to its circling currents, |; js 
time that every hand was upon deck, and tha 
every sail was set. Yes, we approach the whirl. 
pool—the sails are rending, the masts are shiver. 
ing. Cust out the anchor, the anchor of the Cop. 
stitution; even yet it may take hold upon the 
minds and the hearts of the people, and save the 
ship; which that God may grant, should be the 
prayer of every heart. 

Mr. MeWitute having concluded— 

Sn VAN DYKE obtained the floor, and yieli. 
ed to 

_Mr. FOWLER, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. VAN DYKE then addressed the committee 
during the hour. [His speech will be found in 
the Appendix.] 

Mr. VAN DYKE having concluded— 

The CHAIR gave the floor to 

Mr. HALL, who yielded to a motion that the 
Committee rise. * 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose, and the Chairman reported the action of 
the committee on the bill relating to the harbor 
of Baltimore, and progress on the California mes- 
sage and bill. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the engrossment of the bill ‘to continue in force 


| the act therein mentioned, relating to the port of 


Baltimore.”’ 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, (at 
this time,) and having been read a third time by 
its title, and the question being, ‘ Shall this bil 
ass? 

Mr. PUTNAM said, he hoped the bill would 
not be passed at this timeand in such hot haste. It 
had been presented to the House unaccompanied 


' by any written report,and it had been passed 
| through the Committee of the Whole on the siale 
of the Union with little or no consideration. lt 
'seemed to him that the House should have op- 
| portunity to examine into its provisions, and 


should receive at least some more information upon 
it than had as yet been obtained. 

Mr. McLANE (interposing) suggested that the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Putnam] should 
allow the bill to pass, and should enter a motion 0 
reconsider. 

Mr. PUTNAM said he was very well persuadel 
that the bill ought not to pass; at all events, befor 
he voted one waygor the other, he desired thal 
some information more than the House had ye 
received should be given. He moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion having been decided in the affirmt 
tive, the House, pending the question on the pe 


| sage of the bill, adjourned. 


i 
| 
| 





” NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, gave notice that oa 


ball 
| morrow, or some future day, he would jntroduce @ 
of the following title, via > “ A bill to seodliea: agriculture 
and for other purposes,”’ 
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